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WELCOME

LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS EXPERIENCE TREMENDOUS PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, AND COGNITIVE GROWTH,
BECOMING INDIVIDUALS WITH BROAD INTERESTS. THE MIDDLE SCHOOL FACULTY IS DEEPLY COMMITTED TO

OUR STUDENTS. TEACHERS ARE AT ONCE GUIDES, INSTRUCTORS, AND ROLE MODELS, SHAPING YOUNG

LEARNERS AS THEY MAKE IMPORTANT DISCOVERIES ABOUT THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD.

OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM IS CHALLENGING, ENRICHING, AND FLEXIBLE. IT IS DESIGNED TO

MEET THE DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF YOUNG ADOLESCENTS WHILE TEACHING INDEPENDENT LEARNING

SKILLS AND EMPHASIZING CRITICAL THINKING. WE STRIVE TO OFFER EVERY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT A

REWARDING, INTELLECTUALLY STIMULATING EXPERIENCE THAT ENCOURAGES INTELLIGENT DECISION-MAKING,
SELF-EXPLORATION, AND SOCIAL INTERACTION WITH PEERS AND ADULTS.

STUDENT SERVICES

GUIDANCE SERVICES

EACH STUDENT IS ASSIGNED A GUIDANCE COUNSELOR WHO WILL PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE THROUGHOUT THE

MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS. COUNSELORS SUPPORT STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC, SOCIAL, AND EMOTIONAL PROGRESS

BY REGULARLY COMMUNICATING WITH ADVISEES, THEIR TEACHERS, AND THEIR PARENTS.

STUDENTS AND ADVISORS MEET AS A GROUP REGULARLY THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR. THIS TIME IS ALSO

USED FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTIVITIES THAT FOCUS ON GOAL SETTING, SELF-ESTEEM, FAMILIES,
DECISION-MAKING, FRIENDSHIPS, AND PEER RELATIONSHIPS.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)

STUDENTS WHOSE PRIMARY HOME LANGUAGE IS OTHER THAN ENGLISH, AS IDENTIFIED DURING

ENROLLMENT/REGISTRATION ON THE HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY, ARE REQUIRED TO BE TESTED TO DETERMINE

THEIR ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY.

STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING ENGLISH PROFICIENCY MAY ENROLL IN GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSES; HOWEVER,
THEIR PROGRESS IS TO BE MONITORED FOR TWO YEARS. IF THE STUDENT MEETS WITH DIFFICULTY WITH THE

GENERAL CURRICULUM DURING THESE TWO YEARS, THE STUDENT WILL BE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN A

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY SUPPORT PROGRAM. STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH WILL

BE REFERRED TO THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT FOR MORE IN DEPTH PRESCRIPTIVE TESTING. STUDENTS ARE THEN

REQUIRED TO WORK WITH THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT TEACHER OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE IN LIEU OF

GENERAL ENGLISH CLASSES.

THE BUILDING-LEVEL ADMINISTRATION/COUNSELING TEAM, ALONG WITH THE ESL TEACHER, WILL MONITOR

STUDENT PROGRESS AND DETERMINE WHEN THE STUDENT CAN EXIT THE LEP PROGRAM AND ENROLL IN

ENGLISH CLASSES. IF A STUDENT WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY CONTINUES TO HAVE DIFFICULTIES
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WITH ACADEMIC SUCCESS, THE SCHOOL-LEVEL MONITORING TEAM MAY REFER THE STUDENT FOR TESTING TO

DETERMINE IF THE STUDENT HAS A DISABILITY, AND IS IN NEED OF SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION.

PARTICIPATION IN THE ESL/LEP PROGRAM IS REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW AND IS SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE

PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

LEARNING SUPPORT

THE GOAL OF THIS PROGRAM IS TO BEGIN AT THE STUDENT’S ABILITY LEVEL AND TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTION THAT

WILL HELP THE STUDENT SUCCEED ACADEMICALLY AND OVERCOME LEARNING DISABILITIES. PLACEMENT IS

MADE ONLY AFTER PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING, A MULTIDISCIPLINARY MEETING, AND AN APPROPRIATE

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM HAS BEEN WRITTEN FOR THE STUDENT. INCLUSION HAS BEEN

IMPLEMENTED IN THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. STUDENTS

MAY BE MAINSTREAMED INTO REGULAR EDUCATION CLASSES WITH APPROPRIATE TEACHER SUPPORT,
RECOMMENDATIONS, AND FOLLOW-UP.

GIFTED

THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT PROVIDES PUSH-IN/PULL OUT CLASSES FOR GIFTED STUDENTS. THE

CURRICULUM INCLUDES OPTIONS AND ALTERNATIVES, WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED AND REFINED TO PROVIDE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS OF VARYING ABILITIES. PROGRAMMING FOR THE MENTALLY GIFTED AT THE

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL IS DONE THROUGH ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES AND ARE DELIVERED THROUGH A GIFTED

COORDINATOR. EACH IDENTIFIED STUDENT’S GIFTED INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (GIEP)
ADDRESSES A STUDENT’S LEARNING STYLE AND ACADEMIC NEEDS ARE SELECTED FOR THAT INDIVIDUAL

STUDENT.

GRADING INFORMATION

GRADING POLICY

THE BOARD RECOGNIZES THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH A SYSTEM OF ASSESSING AND REPORTING

ACADEMIC PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT SO THAT STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS ARE ABLE

TO:

1) MONITOR PROGRESS TOWARDS EDUCATIONAL GOALS;

2) UNDERSTAND STUDENTS’ STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES;

3) KNOW WHERE REMEDIAL WORK IS REQUIRED;
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4) PLAN RESPONSIVE INSTRUCTION THAT ADDRESSES STUDENTS’ LEARNING NEEDS AND CAPITALIZES UPON

STUDENTS’ STRENGTHS;

5) DETERMINE STUDENTS’ ATTAINMENT OF ESTABLISHED ACADEMIC STANDARDS; AND

6) ARRANGE EDUCATIONAL AND/OR VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES THAT OFFER STUDENTS THE GREATEST

POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS.

THE BOARD DIRECTS THAT THE DISTRICT’S INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM INCLUDES A SYSTEM OF ASSESSING ALL

STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC PROGRESS AND ATTAINMENT. THE SYSTEM SHALL CALL FOR THE USE OF BENCHMARK,
DIAGNOSTIC, FORMATIVE, AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT MEASURES. THE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM SHALL ALSO

DESCRIBE HOW ACHIEVEMENT OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS WILL BE MEASURED AND HOW THIS INFORMATION

WILL BE USED TO ASSIST STUDENTS HAVING DIFFICULTY MEETING REQUIRED STANDARDS.

PLEASE REFER TO THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PROGRESS POLICY FOR

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. POLICY IS AVAILABLE IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE, 304 BAILEY AVENUE,
UNIONTOWN PA, 15401.

GRADING SYSTEM

STUDENTS IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL RECEIVE LETTER GRADES RANGING FROM A TO F THAT REPORT ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENT. GRADES IN THE A RANGE REPRESENT SUPERIOR WORK; IN THE B RANGE, VERY GOOD WORK;
IN THE C RANGE, GOOD TO AVERAGE WORK; THE D RANGE, BELOW AVERAGE WORK; WHILE F INDICATES

FAILURE TO ACHIEVE AT A MINIMAL LEVEL. ADDITIONALLY, COMMENTS ARE ADDED TO REPORT ATTITUDE,
PREPARATION FOR CLASS, AND PARTICIPATION.

GRADING SCALE:
LETTER PERCENT
A 100 - 95%
A- 94 - 90%
B+ 89 - 87%
B 86 - 83%
B- 82 - 80%
C+ 79 - 77%
C 76 - 73%
C- 72 - 70%
D 69 - 60%
F 59 - 0%
I INCOMPLETE

ELECTRONIC GRADE BOOK

EACH STUDENT AND HIS/HER PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) SHOULD BE KEPT INFORMED ON A REGULAR BASIS OF

HIS/HER PERSONAL PROGRESS DURING THE COURSE OF A UNIT OF STUDENT VIA THE “PARENT PORTAL”
AVAILABLE THROUGH THE DISTRICT’S ELECTRONIC FORMAT. A LINK FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS WILL BE
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LOCATED ON THE DISTRICT’S WEBSITE.

PLEASE REFER TO THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PROGRESS POLICY FOR

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. CONTACT INFORMATION TO RETAIN ACCESS TO THE “PARENT PORTAL” IS

REFERRED TO TRICIA BOWLEN AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 724-437-2821 OR

TRICIA.BOWLEN@LHSD.ORG. POLICY IS AVAILABLE IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE, 304 BAILEY AVENUE,
UNIONTOWN PA, 15401.

REPORTING

THE ACADEMIC YEAR IS DIVIDED INTO TWO SEMESTERS. EACH SEMESTER HAS TWO GRADING PERIODS. REPORT

CARDS ARE SENT HOME AT THE END OF EACH OF THE FOUR PERIODS. PROGRESS REPORTS ARE SENT HOME

WITH THE STUDENTS HALFWAY THROUGH THE GRADING PERIODS. COMPREHENSIVE STANDARDIZED TESTING IS

CONDUCTED EACH YEAR.

HONOR ROLL

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION INCLUDES HONORS, HIGH HONORS AND HIGHEST HONORS. HONORS REPRESENTS A

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) OF 3.0-3.49. HIGH HONORS REPRESENTS A GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)
OF 3.5-3.89 AND HIGHEST HONORS REPRESENTS A GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) OF 3.9-PLUS. HOWEVER,
STUDENTS RECEIVING A “D”, “F”, OR “I” IN ANY COURSE WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR HONOR ROLL.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION

THE DISTRICT BELIEVES THE PLACEMENT AND GROOMING OF STUDENTS, AS WELL AS PROMOTION POLICIES IN ALL

GRADES, SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE ACADEMIC PROGRESS OF STUDENTS AND HIS/HER INSTRUCTIONAL NEEDS.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION DECISIONS ARE BASED ON SUCCESSFUL MASTERY OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND

STUDENT ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. THE NEED FOR AT LEAST A SOLID FUNDAMENTAL BASE FOR PROMOTION

SHOULD ALWAYS BE CONSIDERED. BEFORE RETENTION IS CONSIDERED, EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO

HELP THE STUDENT MEET THE APPROPRIATE STANDARDS FOR ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. THESE EFFORTS WILL

INCLUDE PARENT CONFERENCES AND MAY INCLUDE REMEDIAL CLASSES, TUTORING, COUNSELING AND SPECIAL

HELP FOR THE CLASSROOM TEACHER(S).

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROMOTION AND RETENTION, GRADES 6, 7, AND 8

1. If a 6th or 7th grade student fails one or two major subjects (Math, English, Social Studies, Science or
Reading), students must make up classes in an approved credit granting summer school in order to be
promoted. Students are encouraged to take LHSD summer school classes in lieu of outsourced curricula.

2. If a 7th grade student fails only one major class (Math, Reading, English, Social Studies, or Science) they
are still required to make up the class in an approved credit granting summer school in order to be
promoted. Students are encouraged to take LHSD summer school classes in lieu of outsourced curricula.
(Though it is highly discouraged, students have repeated the 7th grade class in place of their 8th grade
elective and take the 8th grade class for that major subject. By doubling up on a course in the 8th grade that
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has already given the student difficulty, typically does not lead to success for the student. Summer school
is the best option.)

3. If a student fails more than two major subjects, he/she must repeat the grade level. (If factors, such as
age, are considered for placement at the high school, an Academic Review must be held to determine
appropriate programs and/or proper placement for the student. Such students must attend summer school
to be considered for promotion.)

4. When an 8th grade student fails one class due to contributing factors, such as excessive absences, serious
discipline problems, and/or academic difficulty, the student must attend the Ninth Grade Summer Bridge
Program in order to move on to Grade 9.

If an 8th grade student earns a “D” grade in Math, Reading, or English, it is highly recommended that they attend the
9th Grade Summer Bridge Program.

Please refer to the Laurel Highlands School District Promotion and Retention Policy for additional
information. Policy is
available in the district office, 304 Bailey Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401.

ATTENDANCE/LATE ARRIVALS

ATTENDANCE

THE L.H. SCHOOL BOARD AND THE MIDDLE SCHOOL REQUIRE THAT SCHOOL AGE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN

DISTRICT SCHOOLS ATTEND SCHOOL REGULARLY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAWS. THE EDUCATIONAL

PROGRAM OFFERED BY THE DISTRICT IS PREDICATED UPON THE PRESENCE OF THE STUDENT AND REQUIRES

CONTINUITY OF INSTRUCTION AND CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION IN ORDER FOR STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND CONSISTENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS.

THE STUDENT WILL BE ALLOTTED TEN (10) ABSENCES PER SCHOOL YEAR. PARENTAL EXCUSES,
UNEXCUSED/ILLEGAL ABSENCES, EARLY DISMISSALS AND LATE ARRIVALS/TARDIES WILL COUNT TOWARDS THE

ALLOTTED TEN (10) ABSENCES. AFTER TEN (10) DAYS, A MEDICAL EXCUSE WILL BE MANDATORY. EXCUSES

MUST BE TURNED IN WITHIN THREE DAYS. IF AN EXCUSE IS NOT TURNED IN ALL ASSIGNMENTS, HOMEWORK,
ASSESSMENT WILL BE A ZERO (0).

LATE ARRIVALS

TARDINESS/LATE ARRIVALS MUST BE KEPT TO A MINIMUM BECAUSE STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE MISS

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME. ALL EXCUSED ABSENCES FOR TARDINESS MUST BE MADE BY A PARENT/GUARDIAN IN

WRITING. THE STUDENT IS PERMITTED TO SUBMIT UP TO FOUR (4) PARENT EXCUSES PER SCHOOL YEAR AND

MUST SUBMIT AN EXCUSE WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS OF THE INFRACTION FOR THE TARDY TO BE EXCUSED.
AFTER FOUR (4) PARENT EXCUSED TARDIES ARE EXHAUSTED, A MEDICAL EXCUSE WILL BE REQUIRED.

PLEASE REFER TO THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION. POLICY IS AVAILABLE IN THE
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DISTRICT OFFICE, 304 BAILEY AVENUE, UNIONTOWN PA, 15401.

FAMILY TRAVEL

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL OF A MAXIMUM OF FIVE (5) DAYS WITH PAPERWORK COMPLETED PRIOR TO

DEPARTURE EXPLAINING WHERE, WHICH DATES, AND THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE WHICH MAY BE GLEANED.
THIS PAPERWORK MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. IN

ADDITION, EACH STUDENT MUST GO TO ALL TEACHERS AND HAVE THEM SIGN OFF AND WRITE ASSIGNMENTS

THAT HE/SHE MUST COMPLETE WHILE AWAY. THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL LEAVE JOURNAL MUST BE

COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS UPON RETURN OR THE DAYS OF FAMILY TRAVEL WILL

AUTOMATICALLY BECOME UNEXCUSED/ILLEGAL.

APPROVAL OF FAMILY TRAVEL WILL BE EVALUATED AS A CASE BY CASE SITUATION. FAMILY TRAVEL WILL NOT BE

APPROVED IF YOU HAVE MISSED OVER TEN DAYS OF PARENT EXCUSED ABSENCES.

PLEASE REFER TO THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION. POLICY IS AVAILABLE IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE, 304 BAILEY AVENUE, UNIONTOWN PA,
15401.

SCHEDULING

SCHEDULE CHANGES

VALID SCHEDULE CHANGES WILL BE HONORED FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

CONFLICT APPEARING ON COMPUTER SCHEDULES, FAILURE OF A PREREQUISITE COURSE, CHANGES REQUIRED FOR

THE HEALTH OF STUDENTS (DOCTOR’S RECOMMENDATION ONLY), SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A SUMMER

SCHOOL CLASS, TEACHER’S REQUEST DUE TO INAPPROPRIATE PLACEMENT.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

THE FOLLOWING IS AN OUTLINE OF THE COURSES AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE TO SIXTH, SEVENTH AND EIGHTH

GRADE STUDENTS. THE CORE ACADEMIC COURSES – ENGLISH, READING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND

HISTORY – MEET EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK.
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SIXTH GRADE (DAYS PER WEEK)

CORE COURSES ELECTIVES ROTATIONS

ENGLISH (5) BAND (5)* PHYSICAL EDUCATION (22)

READING (5) CHOIR (5) CAREER EXPLORATION (22)

SOCIAL STUDIES (5) STEAM (5) ART (22)

MATHEMATICS/ACCELERATED MATH (5) LIBRARY (22)

SCIENCE (5) COMPUTERS (22)

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (22)

MUSIC (22)

SEVENTH GRADE (DAYS PER WEEK)

CORE COURSES ELECTIVES ROTATIONS

ENGLISH/HONORS ENGLISH* (5) BAND (5)* PHYSICAL EDUCATION (3)

READING (5) CHOIR (5) LIBRARY (2-SEMESTER)

WORLD HISTORY (5) ART/STEM (5 SEMESTER) COMPUTERS (2- SEMESTER)

MATH 7 /ACADEMIC MATH 7 /HONORS MATH 7 * (5)

SCIENCE (5)

EIGHTH GRADE (DAYS PER WEEK)

CORE COURSES ELECTIVES ROTATIONS

ENGLISH/HONORS ENGLISH*(5) BAND (5)* PHYSICAL ED. (2)

US HISTORY/HONORS US HISTORY* (5) CHOIR (5) RESEARCH 8 (3
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SEMESTER)

MATH 8/ACADEMIC MATH 8/HONORS MATH 8* (5) YEARBOOK (5)* COMPUTERS (3 SEMESTER).

MATH LAB (OFFERED WITH ACADEMIC AND HONORS MATH FOR ADDITIONAL HELP)

SCIENCE (5) MUSIC/TECH ED (5 SEMESTER)

READING 8/ SPANISH I/ FRENCH I (5) PHOTOSHOP/DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY (5)*

ART 8 (5 SEMESTER)

*PREREQUISITE REQUIRED AND OUTLINED WITHIN COURSE DESCRIPTION

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

LANGUAGE ARTS

THE GOALS OF MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASSES ARE DEFINED AS MUCH BY OUR STUDENTS’ NEEDS AS BY A SET

CURRICULUM. SINCE THEIR FUTURE STUDY OF ENGLISH WILL BE BASED ON THEIR EXPERIENCES IN MIDDLE

SCHOOL, WE STRIVE TO GIVE OUR STUDENTS CONFIDENCE AND PLEASURE IN THEIR ABILITY TO WRITE, READ,
AND SPEAK, ALONG WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THEY CAN CONTINUE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN

ENGLISH CLASSES.

DURING THE THREE YEARS STUDENTS SPEND IN MIDDLE SCHOOL, THEY FOLLOW A SEQUENCE OF ENGLISH

CLASSES THAT GRADUALLY ASK THEM TO ACCOMPLISH MORE COMPLEX TASKS. BY THE END OF EIGHTH

GRADE, WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO WRITE CLEARLY AND CORRECTLY. THEY SHOULD ALSO BE

ABLE TO READ AND UNDERSTAND LITERATURE, INCLUDING NOVELS, SHORT STORIES, POEMS AND PLAYS, WITH

INCREASING LEVELS OF ABSTRACTION, AND WILLINGLY CONTRIBUTE IDEAS AND OPINIONS IN SMALL GROUP

AND LARGE GROUP DISCUSSIONS. WE WANT THEM TO CONTINUE THEIR STUDY OF ENGLISH WITH CONFIDENCE

AND ENTHUSIASM. FINALLY, WE WANT TO PREPARE THEM TO BENEFIT FROM THE ACADEMIC RIGOR THAT WILL

BE DEMANDED OF THEM, BEGINNING IN MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND CONTINUING IN AND BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL.

ENGLISH 6

IN ENGLISH 6, STUDENTS STRENGTHEN AND EXPAND THEIR CRITICAL THINKING AND READING COMPREHENSION

THROUGH THE REGULAR PRACTICE OF LITERARY INFERENCE AND ANALYSIS. IN DOING SO, THEIR THINKING

SKILLS EVOLVE FROM CONCRETE TO MORE ABSTRACT BY THE END OF THE YEAR.
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THIS COURSE FOCUSES ON GRAMMAR, USAGE, MECHANICS AND WRITING. STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY

BASIC GRAMMATICAL, MECHANICAL, AND USAGE ERRORS IN RELATION TO AGREEMENT, CASE AND TENSE.
THEY WILL BE ABLE TO COMPOSE WELL-CONSTRUCTED SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS AS WELL CONSTRUCT

AND “ARGUE” WITH AN ARGUMENTATIVE DEBATE, ORAL COMMUNICATIONS AND FOCUSES ON READING SKILLS

ASSOCIATED WITH FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE, INFORMATIONAL AND LITERATURE TEXT, TEXT DEPENDENT

ANALYSIS (TDA WRITING).

WE ENCOURAGE AND EXPECT READING FOR PLEASURE. WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS RANGE FROM SIMPLE JOURNAL

ENTRIES TO MORE COMPLEX COMPOSITIONS. STUDENTS EMPLOY THE WRITING PROCESS TO PRODUCE CLEAN,
FINISHED PIECES. THE USE OF ORAL PRESENTATION AND CLASS PEER RELATED ACTIVITIES WILL BE UTILIZED.

THE USE OF CHROME BOOKS AND GOOGLE CLASSROOM TO UTILIZE ASSIGNMENTS AND TO IMPROVE

TEACHER/STUDENT COMMUNICATION.

COLLABORATION WITH READING TEACHERS IN INTEGRATING CURRICULUM AND STRATEGIES USING THE PEARSON:
MY PERSPECTIVE BOOK.

SUGGESTED WEBSITES: WWW.PEARSONREALIZE.COM, GOOGLE CLASSROOM

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS/SUPPLIES: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED),
CHROME BOOK

ENGLISH 7

THIS 7TH GRADE COURSE IS DESIGNED TO CONTINUE STUDENTS’ EXPOSURE TO LANGUAGE ARTS FUNDAMENTALS

WITH ADEQUATE UNDERSTANDING, AND TO REFINE GRAMMAR AND IMPROVE WRITING THROUGH THE WRITING

PROCESS.

COURSE CONTENT: EIGHT PARTS OF SPEECH WITH EMPHASIS ON BUILDING RELATED GRAMMAR CONCEPTS

THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR; FIVE STEPS OF THE WRITING PROCESS; VARIOUS FORMS OF WRITING

(NARRATIVE, INFORMATIONAL, AND ARGUMENTATIVE); BUILDING EFFECTIVE SENTENCES TO CONSTRUCT

STRONG PARAGRAPHS; WRITE AND EDIT FOR PROPER GRAMMAR, SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND

CAPITALIZATION; LOCATE INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR RESEARCH THROUGH TRADITIONAL AND

TECHNOLOGICAL MEANS.

TEXTBOOK & SKILLSBOOK: WRITE SOURCE, WRITING AND GRAMMAR; HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT, 2012,
MY PERSPECTIVES ELA TEXTBOOK

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: (CHARGED) CHROMEBOOK & CHARGING CORD, PAPER NOTEBOOK, WRITING
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UTENSILS, HIGHLIGHTER, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS (APPS)/WEBSITES: ONLINE TEXTBOOK

HONORS ENGLISH 7

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE IN ENGLISH 6, MAINTAIN

3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 6, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE

PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA ELA ASSESSMENT, AND RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION FROM HIS OR HER 6TH

GRADE ENGLISH TEACHER

THIS 7TH GRADE COURSE IS DESIGNED TO CONTINUE STUDENTS’ EXPOSURE TO LANGUAGE ARTS FUNDAMENTALS

WITH ADEQUATE UNDERSTANDING, AND TO REFINE GRAMMAR AND IMPROVE WRITING THROUGH THE WRITING

PROCESS. THIS COURSE ALSO PROVIDES A VOCABULARY FOCUS TO BUILD UPON THE STUDENTS’ GENERAL

KNOWLEDGE.

COURSE CONTENT: EIGHT PARTS OF SPEECH WITH EMPHASIS ON BUILDING RELATED GRAMMAR CONCEPTS

THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR; FIVE STEPS OF THE WRITING PROCESS; VARIOUS FORMS OF WRITING

(NARRATIVE, INFORMATIONAL, AND ARGUMENTATIVE); BUILDING EFFECTIVE SENTENCES TO CONSTRUCT

STRONG PARAGRAPHS; WRITE AND EDIT FOR PROPER GRAMMAR, SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND

CAPITALIZATION; LOCATE INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR RESEARCH THROUGH TRADITIONAL AND

TECHNOLOGICAL MEANS.

TEXTBOOK & SKILLSBOOK: WRITE SOURCE, WRITING AND GRAMMAR; HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT, 2012,
ELEMENTS OF LANGUAGE VOCABULARY BUILDER; HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT, MY PERSPECTIVES

ELA TEXTBOOK.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: (CHARGED) CHROMEBOOK & CHARGING CORD, PAPER NOTEBOOK, WRITING

UTENSILS, HIGHLIGHTER, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS (APPS)/WEBSITES:

ENGLISH 8

THE EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH CURRICULUM READIES STUDENTS FOR THE CHALLENGES OF HIGH SCHOOL WHILE

EXPANDING THE STRONG KNOWLEDGE BASE ESTABLISHED DURING PREVIOUS YEARS. STUDENTS UTILIZE THE

MYPERSPECTIVES ELA TEXTBOOK, ANALYZE DIFFERENT LITERARY WORKS, AND LEARN HOW TO INFER

MEANING FROM THE MANY CONTEXT CLUES WITHIN A LITERARY TEXT. AS THEY COMPLETE CLASS READINGS

AND RELATED ASSIGNMENTS, STUDENTS CONTINUE TO IMPROVE COMPREHENSION; HOWEVER, THE FOCUS OF

OUR STUDIES IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS.

AN EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON LITERATURE, WITH STUDENTS READING A NOVEL, NUMEROUS FICTIONAL AND

NON-FICTIONAL PIECES, AND POETRY.
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STUDENTS WILL COMPLETE A THOROUGH NOVEL STUDY OF EITHER ESPERANZA RISING BY PAM MUNOZ OR THE
CALL OF THEWILD BY JACK LONDON.

IN ADDITION, THIS COURSE ALLOWS STUDENTS TO EXPLORE GRAMMAR BEYOND THE EIGHT PARTS OF SPEECH.
GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS SKILLS ARE INTEGRATED INTO AT LEAST THREE INFORMATIONAL AND

THREE PERSUASIVE COMPOSITIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: CHROMEBOOK, NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED), THUMB DRIVE (FLASH DRIVE), HIGHLIGHTER.

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS (APPS): NWEA

SUGGESTED WEBSITES: NEWSELA, READWORKS

HONORS ENGLISH 8

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE IN ENGLISH 7, MAINTAIN

3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 7, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE

PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA READING ASSESSMENT, AND RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 7TH GRADE

ENGLISH TEACHER.

IN THIS COURSE, STUDENTS WILL EXPLORE IN-DEPTH GRAMMAR BEYOND THE EIGHT PARTS OF SPEECH.
GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS SKILLS ARE INTEGRATED INTO AT LEAST SIX INFORMATIONAL AND

PERSUASIVE COMPOSITIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. EIGHTH GRADERS WILL READ A VARIETY OF WRITTEN

MATERIALS, INCLUDING CLASSIC AND CONTEMPORARY NOVELS, PLAYS, SHORT STORIES, NONFICTION, AND

POETRY. STUDENTS WILL COMPLETE A THOROUGH NOVEL STUDY OF EITHER ESPERANZA RISING BY PAM

MUNOZ OR THE CALL OF THEWILD BY JACK LONDON.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED), THUMB

DRIVE (FLASH DRIVE), HIGHLIGHTER.

SUGGESTED WEBSITES:, NEWSELA, READWORKS

YEARBOOK 8

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST SCORE IN THE ADVANCED RANGE OF THE

PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA ELA ASSESSMENT. STUDENTS MUST BE ACTIVE IN A SCHOOL-SPONSORED

ACTIVITY INCLUDING EXTRACURRICULAR AND/OR IN SCHOOL CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS. STUDENT

ATTENDANCE WILL ALSO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION.

THIS COURSE INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO THE PROFESSIONAL ELEMENTS OF PUBLISHING. STUDENTS WILL BE

INTRODUCED TO ELEMENTS SUCH AS DESIGN, LAYOUT, DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY, WORD PROCESSING, AND

PUBLIC PRESENTATION ALONG WITH OTHER SKILLS ASSOCIATED WITH THE YEARBOOK ONLINE PROGRAM.
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STUDENTS WILL PLAN AND MARKET YEARBOOK SALES.  ALL STUDENTS WILL LEARN HOW TO WORK

COOPERATIVELY TO MEET DEADLINES AND PUBLISH THE SCHOOL YEARBOOK. 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED) AND BINDER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED). DIGITAL CAMERA IS RECOMMENDED BUT NOT REQUIRED.

W.I.N. TIME 6, 7, 8
THE ACRONYM W.I.N. STANDS FOR “WHAT I NEED” AND THIS NON-GRADED COURSE ALLOWS STUDENTS TO

WORK ON INDIVIDUAL ACADEMIC AREAS THEY ARE STRUGGLING WITH, OR NEED TO MAINTAIN, THROUGHOUT

THEIR DAILY COURSES OF STUDY. STUDENTS WILL FOCUS ON TESTING STRATEGIES, ORGANIZATION AND STUDY

SKILLS, AND ANY OTHER APPLICATIONS NECESSARY TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN MIDDLE SCHOOL. THIS CLASS

ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO USE 21ST CENTURY SKILLS THAT WILL BE UTILIZED THROUGHOUT THEIR

EDUCATIONAL CAREER. DURING THIS TIME, STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ASK TEACHERS FOR ASSISTANCE

ON UNCLEAR TOPICS, AS WELL AS ARRANGE TIMES FOR TUTORING IF NEEDED.

THE FOLLOWING KEY CONCEPTS MAKE UP THE FRAMEWORK FOR THIS COURSE:

● COLLABORATION – WORKING TOWARD A COMMON GOAL WITH CLASSMATES BY THE SHARING OF

KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING, AND BUILDING CONSENSUS

● COOPERATION – WORKING TOGETHER WITH PEERS TO SHARE RESOURCES AND IDEAS

● COMMUNICATION – EXCHANGING INFORMATION THROUGH DISCUSSION, WRITING, AND THE USE OF

TECHNOLOGY

● CREATIVITY – MAKING CONNECTIONS TO DEVELOP SOMETHING NEW AND UNIQUE

● ORGANIZATION – WORKING TO ADHERE TO DEADLINES WITH THE EXPECTATION OF ACHIEVING A GOAL

● PROBLEM SOLVING – IN A WORD: THINKING; DISCOVERING WAYS TO APPLY PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE TO

OVERCOME OR MASTER A CHALLENGE

● SELF-DIRECTION / SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY – MONITORING ONE’S SELF, BOTH SOCIALLY AND

ACADEMICALLY, USING RESOURCES IN THE ENVIRONMENT TO REACH A GOAL, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME

CONSIDERING THE INTERESTS OF THE TEAM/GROUP

READING 6

THE 6TH GRADE READING CURRICULUM ENCOMPASSES A VARIETY OF READING MATERIALS SUCH AS THE MY

PERSPECTIVES BOOK, SCHOLASTIC SCOPE MAGAZINE, SHORT STORIES AND NOVELS. ADDED TECHNOLOGY IS

INCORPORATED DAILY TO ENHANCE THE STUDENT LEARNING PROCESS. THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO
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PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS WHILE DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL

LEARNERS.

NOVELS:
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA BY KATHERINE PATERSON

ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS BY SCOTT O’DELL

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:
MY PERSPECTIVES BOOK (PROVIDED), CHROMEBOOK AND CHARGER (PROVIDED TO EACH STUDENT), NOTEBOOK

PER NINE WEEKS, FOLDER PER NINE WEEKS, PENCILS, HIGHLIGHTER, PLANNER

READING 7

READING 7 IS A ONE-YEAR COURSE DESIGNED TO EXPOSE STUDENTS TO READING SELECTIONS FROM A VARIETY OF

GENRES. READING SELECTIONS AND NOVEL EXCERPTS INCLUDE THOSE FROM MYPERSPECTIVES ELA
TEXTBOOK, SCHOLASTIC SCOPE MAGAZINE, AND ADDITIONAL READING HANDOUTS AND REFERENCES.
VARIOUS INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES ARE INCORPORATED INTO ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO INCREASE

COMPREHENSION SKILLS, EXPAND READING VOCABULARY AND IMPROVE HIGHER-ORDER THINKING SKILLS.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:
MYPERSPECTIVES TEXTBOOK (SCHOOL PROVIDED), CHROMEBOOK AND CHARGING CORD (SCHOOL PROVIDED)

PLANNER (SCHOOL PROVIDED), NOTEBOOK, FOLDER, PENCILS, AND HIGHLIGHTER

READING 8

THIS IS A ONE YEAR COURSE IN WHICH STUDENTS WILL ENHANCE AND LEARN VARIOUS SKILLS AND STRATEGIES

THROUGH THE ANALYSIS OF FICTION, POETRY, AND NON-FICTION MATERIALS. STUDENTS WILL READ VARIOUS

SELECTIONS FROM THE MY PERSPECTIVES TEXTBOOKS, X-BOOKS, AND THE NOVEL, “THE HUNGER GAMES.”
VARIOUS ONLINE RESOURCES WILL BE UTILIZED AS WELL. STUDENTS WILL FOCUS ON COMPREHENSION,
FLUENCY, VOCABULARY, AND ANALYSIS OF THESE MATERIALS TO INCREASE HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILLS.

NOVEL: “THE HUNGER GAMES”

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: MY PERSPECTIVE TEXTBOOK, CHROMEBOOK, NOTEBOOK, PENCILS, HIGHERS,
FOLDER.
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LIBRARY SCIENCE

SIXTH, SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS WILL LEARN LIBRARY SKILLS THROUGH AN ORIENTATION OF THE

SCHOOL LIBRARY, ITS FACILITIES, AND ITS COLLECTION. THE GOAL OF THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE

SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM IS TO EMPOWER STUDENTS TO BECOME EFFECTIVE AND ETHICAL USERS AND

PRODUCERS OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION.

SUGGESTED RESEARCH DATABASES TO BE BOOKMARKED ON HOME COMPUTERS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH PROJECTS:

WORLD BOOK ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA

URL : HTTP://WORLDBOOKONLINE.COM/WB/LOGIN?ED=WB

USER NAME: LHLIBRARY PASSWORD: MUSTANG

THE WORLD ALMANAC FOR KIDS ONLINE

URL: HTTP://ONLINE.INFOBASELEARNING.COM/LOGIN.ASPX?APP=&AID=&RETURNURL=%2F

USER NAME: LHLIBRARY PASSWORD: LHMUSTANG

POWER LIBRARY - PA’S ELECTRONIC LIBRARY

URL: HTTPS://WWW.POWERLIBRARY.ORG/
  

LIBRARY SCIENCE 6

IN THIS COURSE DESIGNED FOR SIXTH-GRADE STUDENTS, THEY WILL MEET FOR 43 MINUTES EACH DAY MONDAY THROUGH

FRIDAY ACROSS A TWENTY-TWO DAY CYCLE; PARTICIPANTS WILL REINFORCE AND EXPAND THEIR LIBRARY SKILLS. THE

FOCUS IS ON EMPOWERING STUDENTS FOR EFFECTIVE RESEARCH, THE CURRICULUM COVERS ESSENTIAL SKILLS,
INCLUDING THE NAVIGATION OF DESTINY LIBRARY, WORLD BOOK ONLINE, AND WORLD ALMANAC FOR KIDS

DATABASES. ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP PROFICIENCY IN GOOGLE FUNCTIONS ESSENTIAL FOR THIS

CLASS. EMPHASIZING PROPER LIBRARY BEHAVIOR, UNDERSTANDING LIBRARY LAYOUT, AND UNRAVELING THE

MYSTERIES OF THE DEWEY DECIMAL SYSTEM, THIS COURSE NOT ONLY SOLIDIFIES FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS BUT EQUIPS

STUDENTS WITH THE TOOLS NECESSARY TO BECOME RESOURCEFUL RESEARCHERS IN A DIGITAL AGE.

WEB-BASED APPS: COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO STUDENTS VIA LH GMAIL ACCOUNTS. TEACHERS

WILL UTILIZE GOOGLE CLASSROOM, GOOGLE DOCS, AND GOOGLE SLIDES FOR ALL CLASSWORK.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: CHARGED CHROMEBOOK, AND CHROMEBOOK CHARGING CORD.

LIBRARY SCIENCE 7

IN THIS COURSE TAILORED FOR SEVENTH-GRADE STUDENTS, PARTICIPANTS WILL NOT ONLY REVISIT THEIR PREVIOUSLY

ACQUIRED RESEARCH SKILLS BUT WILL ALSO CULTIVATE A NEW SKILL SET THROUGH THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF

KNOWLEDGE. OVER AN 18-WEEK PERIOD, STUDENTS WILL ENGAGE IN TWO SESSIONS PER WEEK IN THE LIBRARY, EACH
LASTING 43 MINUTES. STUDENTS WILL DELVE INTO VARIOUS ASPECTS, INCLUDING DESTINY LIBRARY NAVIGATION,
UTILIZATION OF THE PA POWER LIBRARY DATABASE SYSTEM, EXPLORATION OF WORLD BOOK ONLINE AND WORLD

ALMANAC FOR KIDS DATABASES, CRITICAL EVALUATION OF WEBSITES, PLAGIARISM PREVENTION STRATEGIES, THE
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CREATION OF CITATIONS, WORKS CITED PAGES, AND MLA 8 FORMATTING FOR ESSAYS. THIS COURSE AIMS TO EQUIP

STUDENTS WITH RESEARCH SKILLS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

WEB-BASED APPS: COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO STUDENTS VIA LH GMAIL ACCOUNTS. TEACHER WILL

UTILIZE GOOGLE CLASSROOM, GOOGLE DOCS, AND GOOGLE SLIDES FOR ALL CLASSWORK.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: CHARGED CHROMEBOOK, AND CHROMEBOOK CHARGING CORD.

RESEARCH 8

IN THIS EIGHTH-GRADE COURSE, STUDENTS WILL NOT ONLY REVIEW THEIR PREVIOUSLY ACQUIRED RESEARCH SKILLS BUT

WILL ALSO CULTIVATE A FRESH SKILL SET. DESIGNED TO INSTILL PROFICIENCY IN RESEARCHING, STUDENTS WILL BE

IMMERSED IN AN 18-WEEK PROGRAM, MEETING THREE DAYS A WEEK IN THE LIBRARY FOR 43-MINUTE SESSIONS. THE

CURRICULUM COVERS A SPECTRUM OF ESSENTIAL TOPICS, INCLUDING NAVIGATION OF DESTINY LIBRARY, UTILIZATION
OF THE PA POWER LIBRARY DATABASE SYSTEM, EXPLORATION OF WORLD BOOK ONLINE AND WORLD ALMANAC FOR

KIDS DATABASES, CRITICAL EVALUATION OF WEBSITES, PLAGIARISM PREVENTION STRATEGIES, MASTERY OF MLA 8
FORMATTING FOR ESSAYS, THE CREATION OF CITATIONS, AND WORKS CITED PAGES. ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS WILL

BE INTRODUCED TO NEW SKILLS SUCH AS COPYRIGHT AWARENESS, UNDERSTANDING FAIR USE PRINCIPLES, AND
DEVELOPING AN AWARENESS OF VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES. JUST TO NAME A FEW. UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF

THIS COURSE, IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT STUDENTS WILL ELEVATE THEIR PROFICIENCY AS RESEARCHERS.

WEB-BASED APPS: COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO STUDENTS VIA LH GMAIL ACCOUNTS. TEACHER WILL

UTILIZE GOOGLE CLASSROOM, GOOGLE DOCS, AND GOOGLE SLIDES FOR ALL CLASSWORK.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: CHARGED CHROMEBOOK, AND CHROMEBOOK CHARGING CORD.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

THE STUDY OF WORLD LANGUAGES IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL STUDENTS. AS THEY LEARN ABOUT OTHER

LANGUAGES, VALUES, CUSTOMS, TRADITIONS, AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, STUDENTS BECOME BETTER ABLE TO

UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE DIVERSE WORLD. THE STUDY OF WORLD LANGUAGES PREPARES STUDENTS

TO POSITIVELY FACE WHAT IS NEW AND UNFAMILIAR, WHILE GIVING THEM TOOLS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND

THE RAPID CHANGES TAKING PLACE IN THE WORLD AROUND THEM.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MODERN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION EMPHASIZES ORAL SELF-EXPRESSION AND INTERACTION. THE

DEPARTMENT OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE AND WELL-BALANCED STUDY OF THE FRENCH AND SPANISH

LANGUAGES, AS WELL AS FRENCH- AND SPANISH-SPEAKING CULTURES ACROSS THE WORLD. BEGINNING WITH
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A STUDENT’S FIRST COURSE, SPEAKING AND LISTENING SKILLS ARE EMPHASIZED. TEACHERS GRADUALLY

INTRODUCE READING AND WRITING AS SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPING COMMUNICATION SKILLS. SOFTWARE,
READERS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS, TAPES, AUDIOVISUAL AIDS, AND THE LANGUAGE LAB ARE INTEGRAL

PARTS OF CURRICULA DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTURES INVOLVED.
MUCH OF THE TEACHING IS IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

SPANISH I (8)

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN A 3.25 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA
FOR 7TH GRADE AND SCORE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE ON THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA READING

ASSESSMENT. STRONG LANGUAGE ARTS SKILLS RECOMMENDED.

THE SPANISH PROGRAM OFFERED IN THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE IS THE EQUIVALENT OF A FIRST YEAR

SPANISH COURSE AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL. THE FOCUS IS TWOFOLD: COMMUNICATION AND CULTURE. THE

LANGUAGE IS PRESENTED THROUGH MEANINGFUL INTERACTIONS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE

SPANISH-SPEAKING WORLD, AS STUDENTS ESTABLISH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN THE FOUR ESSENTIAL

LANGUAGE SKILLS: LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, AND WRITING. IN SPANISH I, STUDENTS ADD TO THEIR

VOCABULARY AND LEARN TO COMMUNICATE ABOUT THE PAST AS WELL AS THE PRESENT.

IN SPANISH I, THE 8TH GRADE STUDENT IS INTRODUCED TO THE LANGUAGE THROUGH LISTENING, SPEAKING,
READING AND WRITING ACTIVITIES. AN ADEQUATE VOCABULARY AND COMMAND OF THE PRESENT TENSE

WILL BE ACHIEVED. STUDENTS WILL BE ASSESSED THROUGH PRESENTATIONS AND PROJECTS, IN ADDITION TO

HOMEWORK, CLASS WORK, QUIZZES AND EXAMS. STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO USE THEIR BASIC SPOKEN

SPANISH SKILLS IN THE CLASSROOM AT ALL TIMES. BEING PREPARED FOR CLASS IS A REQUIREMENT.
STUDENTS WILL ALSO LEARN ABOUT HISPANIC CULTURE AND WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO STUDY SPANISH.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, THUMB DRIVE (FLASH

DRIVE), PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

MATHEMATICS

MIDDLE SCHOOL MATHEMATICS GUIDES AND CHALLENGES STUDENTS AS THEY TRANSITION FROM CONCRETE

THINKING TO ABSTRACT AND CONCEPTUAL REASONING. DURING THESE IMPORTANT YEARS, STUDENTS LEARN

THE PROCESS OF MATHEMATICAL THINKING ALONG WITH THE FUNDAMENTALS THAT INFORM IT, DEVELOPING

VALUABLE ANALYTICAL AND PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO “PLAY” WITH AND

INVESTIGATE MATHEMATICAL IDEAS, HAVING FUN AND DISCOVERING CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER TOPICS. THE

CURRICULUM ENABLES STUDENTS TO DEVELOP A BROAD BASE OF KNOWLEDGE, TO MAKE THE APPROPRIATE

COGNITIVE TRANSITIONS, AND TO ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF MATHEMATICS.
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INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 6

THE SIXTH GRADE MATHEMATICS PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO BUILD STUDENTS’ SELF-CONFIDENCE AND NURTURE

THEIR NATURAL CURIOSITY BY CHALLENGING THEM WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF PROBLEMS AND ENRICHMENT

ACTIVITIES. STUDENTS TAKE ACTIVE ROLES AS INVESTIGATORS, EXPLORERS, RISK TAKERS, AND REPORTERS IN

A NURTURING AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT. THEY MASTER THE PROCESS OF LEARNING AS THEY MAKE

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN MATHEMATICAL TOPICS, CONCRETE AND ABSTRACT IDEAS, CONCEPTS AND SKILLS,
AND OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM. THE CLASS STUDIES OPERATIONS FOR WHOLE NUMBERS, DECIMALS,
AND FRACTIONS, ACQUIRING NUMBER THEORY CONCEPTS. STUDENTS APPLY THESE SKILLS TO THE STUDY OF

RATIOS, PROPORTIONS, PERCENTS, PROBABILITY, AND INTEGERS. FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS OF ALGEBRA ARE

INTRODUCED AS STUDENTS LEARN THE BASIC ALGORITHMS OF VARIABLE REPRESENTATION AND

MANIPULATION. STUDENTS ALSO EXPLORE, WRITE, AND SOLVE LINEAR EQUATIONS. STUDENTS LEARN AND

APPLY CLASS TOPICS THROUGH THE MANIPULATION OF OBJECTS, THE PREPARATION OF GRAPHS AND CHARTS,
AND WRITTEN EXPRESSION.

THIS IS A COURSE FOR ALL STUDENTS THAT BEGINS TO INTRODUCE SIMPLE ALGEBRAIC EXPRESSIONS AS WELL AS

DECIMALS, NUMBER THEORY AND FRACTIONS, COLLECTING AND DISPLAYING DATA, PLANE GEOMETRY AND

PROBABILITY.

Recommended Materials: notebook, writing UTENSILS, folder, red pen, highlighter, planner (school supplied), and
calculator. Texas Instrument - TI30XIIS (look for the ^ symbol on the left side of the calculator
(exponent symbol).

ACCELERATED MATH 6

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE IN 5TH GRADE MATH

COURSE, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH

ASSESSMENT, MEET THE MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST, AND RECEIVE A

RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 5TH GRADE MATH TEACHER

THE SIXTH GRADE MATHEMATICS PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO BUILD STUDENTS’ SELF-CONFIDENCE AND NURTURE

THEIR NATURAL CURIOSITY BY CHALLENGING THEM WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF PROBLEMS AND ENRICHMENT

ACTIVITIES. STUDENTS TAKE ACTIVE ROLES AS INVESTIGATORS, EXPLORERS, RISK TAKERS, AND REPORTERS IN

A NURTURING AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT. THEY MASTER THE PROCESS OF LEARNING AS THEY MAKE

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN MATHEMATICAL TOPICS, CONCRETE AND ABSTRACT IDEAS, CONCEPTS AND SKILLS,
AND OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM. THE CLASS STUDIES OPERATIONS FOR WHOLE NUMBERS, DECIMALS,
AND FRACTIONS, ACQUIRING NUMBER THEORY CONCEPTS. STUDENTS APPLY THESE SKILLS TO THE STUDY OF

RATIOS, PROPORTIONS, PERCENTS, PROBABILITY, AND INTEGERS. FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS OF ALGEBRA ARE

INTRODUCED AS STUDENTS LEARN THE BASIC ALGORITHMS OF VARIABLE REPRESENTATION AND

MANIPULATION. STUDENTS ALSO EXPLORE, WRITE, AND SOLVE LINEAR EQUATIONS. STUDENTS LEARN AND

APPLY CLASS TOPICS THROUGH THE MANIPULATION OF OBJECTS, THE PREPARATION OF GRAPHS AND CHARTS,
AND WRITTEN EXPRESSION.

THIS COURSE WORKS WITH ALL KINDS OF NUMBERS: INTEGERS, FRACTIONS, PERCENTS, AND POSITIVE AS WELL AS
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NEGATIVE NUMBERS. YOU WILL SEE HOW NUMBERS, MEASUREMENTS, AND STATISTICS ARE USED IN STORIES,
REPORTS, ON THE INTERNET, AT SCHOOL, AT HOME, AND AT PEOPLE’S WORK PLACES. THIS COURSE WILL

ALSO CONTINUE TO TEACH ABOUT GEOMETRIC FIGURES, AND FINISH UP WITH SIMPLE RULES OF ALGEBRA.

Recommended Materials: notebook, writing UTENSILS, folder, red pen, highlighter, planner (school supplied),
and calculator.

Texas Instrument - TI30XIIS (look for the ^ symbol on the left side of the calculator (exponent symbol).

MATH 7

THIS IS A COURSE THAT CONTINUES THE STUDY OF SIMPLE ALGEBRA EXPRESSIONS AS WELL AS DECIMALS,
NUMBER THEORY AND FRACTIONS, COLLECTING AND DISPLAYING DATA, STATISTICS, PLANE GEOMETRY AND

PROBABILITY. SIMILAR FIGURES, RATIOS AND PROPORTIONS ARE ALSO INTRODUCED.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED) AND CALCULATOR. TEXAS INSTRUMENT - TI30XIIS (LOOK FOR THE ^ SYMBOL ON THE LEFT SIDE

OF THE CALCULATOR (EXPONENT SYMBOL).

ACADEMIC MATH 7
PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE IN ACCELERATED

MATH 6 AND/OR INTEGRATED MATH, MAINTAIN A 3.4 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 6, SCORE

IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH ASSESSMENT AND RECEIVE

A RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 6TH GRADE MATH TEACHER.

THIS IS A COURSE THAT CONTINUES THE STUDY OF SIMPLE ALGEBRA EXPRESSIONS AS WELL AS DECIMALS,
NUMBER THEORY AND FRACTIONS, COLLECTING AND DISPLAYING DATA, STATISTICS, PLANE GEOMETRY AND

PROBABILITY. SIMILAR FIGURES, RATIOS AND PROPORTIONS ARE ALSO INTRODUCED.

STUDENTS IN THIS COURSE ALSO LEARN THE BASICS OF SOLVING SIMPLE ONE- AND TWO-STEP EQUATIONS AND

INEQUALITIES, STUDY NUMBER PATTERNS AND NUMBER THEORY, WORK HANDS-ON WITH THE CONCEPTS OF

PROBABILITY, PERFORM VARIOUS INVESTIGATIONS IN GEOMETRY, AND EXAMINE PROBLEMS UTILIZING

PROPORTIONS AND PERCENTS. THE FINAL MATERIAL COVERED IN THIS COURSE CHALLENGES STUDENTS TO

MAKE THE NEXT LEAP FROM RATIONAL NUMBERS INTO THE WORLD OF REAL NUMBERS. THIS IMPORTANT STEP

INCLUDES SOME CHALLENGING CONCEPTS LIKE UNDERSTANDING SQUARE ROOTS.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED)AND CALCULATOR. TEXAS INSTRUMENT - TI30XIIS (LOOK FOR THE ^ SYMBOL ON THE LEFT
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SIDE OF THE CALCULATOR (EXPONENT SYMBOL).

HONORS MATH 7

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE IN ACCELERATED MATH 6,
MAINTAIN 3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 6, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE

OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH ASSESSMENT AND RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 6TH

GRADE MATH TEACHER

THE SEVENTH GRADE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM IS A CONTINUATION AND ADVANCEMENT OF MANY OF THE

CONCEPTS INTRODUCED IN HONORS MATH 6. FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE COURSE, STUDENTS USE

PROBLEM SOLVING STRATEGIES AND MAKE MATHEMATICAL AND REAL WORLD CONNECTIONS. THE COURSE

BEGINS WITH A REVIEW AND CONTINUED STUDY OF OPERATIONS INVOLVING INTEGERS, FRACTIONS, DECIMALS,
AND MIXED NUMBERS. DURING THESE UNITS, STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO USE CALCULATORS, LEADING

THEM TO INTERNALIZE IMPORTANT CONCEPTS AND SKILLS THAT WILL HELP THEM EXCEL IN HIGHER-LEVEL

MATHEMATICS.

STUDENTS IN THIS COURSE ALSO LEARN THE BASICS OF SOLVING SIMPLE ONE- AND TWO-STEP EQUATIONS AND

INEQUALITIES, STUDY NUMBER PATTERNS AND NUMBER THEORY, WORK HANDS-ON WITH THE CONCEPTS OF

PROBABILITY, PERFORM VARIOUS INVESTIGATIONS IN GEOMETRY, AND EXAMINE PROBLEMS UTILIZING

PROPORTIONS AND PERCENTS. THE FINAL MATERIAL COVERED IN THIS COURSE CHALLENGES STUDENTS TO

MAKE THE NEXT LEAP FROM RATIONAL NUMBER INTO THE WORLD OF REAL NUMBERS. THIS IMPORTANT STEP

INCLUDES SOME CHALLENGING CONCEPTS LIKE UNDERSTANDING SQUARE ROOTS.

THIS COURSE WEAVES TOGETHER THREE THEMES-APPLIED ARITHMETIC, ALGEBRA, AND GEOMETRY- BY FOCUSING

ON ARITHMETIC OPERATIONS IN MATHEMATICS IN THE REAL WORLD. THE COURSE INTRODUCES ALGEBRA BY

EXAMINING USES OF VARIABLES AND VARIABLE REPRESENTATION ON THE NUMBER LINE AND COORDINATE

PLANE. THIS COURSE ALSO INTRODUCES BASIC ALGEBRA SKILLS AND CONNECTS GEOMETRY, MEASUREMENT,
AND ALGEBRA.

Recommended Materials: notebook, writing UTENSILS, folder, dry erase marker, planner (school supplied), and
calculator.

Texas Instrument - TI30XIIS (look for the ^ symbol on the left side of the calculator (exponent symbol).

MATH 8 – 8TH GRADE

THIS COURSE CONTINUES THE STUDY OF INTEGRATED MATH 7. WE WRITE AND SOLVE EQUATIONS, GRAPH, WORK

WITH INTEGERS, RATIONAL NUMBERS, EXPONENTS, SCIENTIFIC NOTATION AND THE PYTHAGOREAN THEOREM. 
WE LOOK AT DIFFERENT TYPES OF GRAPHS AND WHEN TO USE EACH TYPE. WE DISCUSS PLANE AND 3
DIMENSIONAL FIGURES AND HOW TO USE FORMULAS TO FIND AREA, PERIMETER AND VOLUME.

Recommended Materials: notebook, writing UTENSILS, folder, dry erase marker, planner (school supplied) and
calculator. Texas Instrument - TI30XIIS (look for the ^ symbol on the left side of the calculator (exponent
symbol).
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HONORS MATH 8

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN A B AVERAGE OR HIGHER IN TRANSITION

MATH 7, MAINTAIN 3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 7, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR

PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH ASSESSMENT, AND RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION

FROM THEIR 7TH GRADE MATH TEACHER.

THIS COURSE USES ALGEBRA TO DESCRIBE PATTERNS, SOLVE LINEAR EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES, AND TO

SOLVE SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES. WE WORK WITH PROBABILITY, PROPORTIONS, PERCENT,
AND EXAMINE SLOPES AND EQUATIONS OF LINES. WE FINISH THE YEAR WITH A STUDY OF POLYNOMIALS,
FACTORING AND ALGEBRAIC FRACTIONS.

THE KEYSTONE EXAM IS REQUIRED TO BE COMPLETED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS COURSE.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED) AND CALCULATOR. TEXAS INSTRUMENT - TI30XIIS (LOOK FOR THE ^ SYMBOL ON THE LEFT SIDE

OF THE CALCULATOR (EXPONENT SYMBOL).

ACADEMIC MATH 8 – 8TH GRADE

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN A B AVERAGE OR HIGHER IN TRANSITION

MATH 7 OR AN A AVERAGE IN INTEGRATED MATH 7, MAINTAIN 3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR

GRADE 7, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH

ASSESSMENT, AND RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 7TH GRADE MATH TEACHER.

THE KEYSTONE EXAM IS REQUIRED TO BE COMPLETED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS COURSE.

ALGEBRA 1 IS THE EQUIVALENT OF A CHALLENGING INTRODUCTORY HIGH SCHOOL ALGEBRA COURSE. IT IS OPEN

TO EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED MASTERY OF THE MATERIAL AND SKILLS TAUGHT

THROUGH MATHEMATICS 7. STUDENTS IN THIS COURSE NEED TO BE READY TO REASON ABSTRACTLY AND

TAKE ON THE CHALLENGES OF HIGHER MATHEMATICAL STUDY. THE CURRICULUM STRESSES FUNDAMENTAL

ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS AND ALGORITHMS, EMPHASIZING PROPER MATHEMATICAL TECHNIQUE AND EXPRESSION.
STUDENTS LEARN TO UNDERSTAND ALTERNATIVE METHODS FOR SOLVING A PROBLEM, AND EXAMINE WHY

THESE ALGORITHMS AND ALGEBRAIC PROCEDURES WORK. THE ABILITY TO CLEARLY ARTICULATE AND

COMMUNICATE MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS, ASK INTELLIGENT QUESTIONS, AND UNDERSTAND SOLUTIONS TO

PROBLEMS ARE IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THIS COURSE.

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, STUDENTS MAKE FREQUENT USE OF COMPUTERS AND CALCULATORS. COURSE TOPICS

INCLUDE SOLVING LINEAR AND QUADRATIC EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES, FACTORING POLYNOMIALS,
SIMPLIFYING AND USING RATIONAL EXPRESSIONS, GRAPHING EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES, EXAMINING

FUNCTIONS AND RELATIONS, SOLVING SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS, AND DEALING WITH RADICAL EXPRESSIONS.
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THIS COURSE INCLUDES BASIC MATHEMATICAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE.
SKILLS INCLUDE: EXPRESSIONS, EQUATIONS, POLYNOMIALS, FACTORING, RATIO AND PROPORTIONS, LINEAR

FUNCTIONS, SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES.
RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED) AND CALCULATOR. TEXAS INSTRUMENT - TI30XIIS (LOOK FOR THE ^ SYMBOL ON THE LEFT SIDE

OF THE CALCULATOR (EXPONENT SYMBOL).

SCIENCE

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO BROAD DISCIPLINES OF THE SUBJECT, INCLUDING LIFE

SCIENCE, EARTH SCIENCE, AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE. THE DYNAMIC CURRICULUM SUPPORTS AND CHALLENGES

STUDENTS’ INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THESE IMPORTANT YEARS. INCOMING MIDDLE SCHOOL

STUDENTS ARE ARDENT ACCUMULATORS OF FACTUAL KNOWLEDGE READY TO EXPLORE NEW TOPICS AND

MAKE FASCINATING DISCOVERIES. AT EACH GRADE LEVEL, THE SCIENCE PROGRAM MAKES USE OF STUDENTS’
ENTHUSIASM AND SKILLS, ENCOURAGING THEM AS THEY PROGRESS TO MORE DEMANDING MODES OF

THOUGHT.

THE DEMANDS OF MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE EVOLVE CONSIDERABLY OVER THE THREE-YEAR PERIOD. BY THE TIME

STUDENTS HAVE REACHED THE EIGHTH GRADE, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO MEET INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGES

THAT REQUIRE CRITICAL THINKING AND RATIONAL ARGUMENT.

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, STUDENTS ENGAGE ACTIVELY IN ALL ASPECTS OF SCIENCE, WHETHER IN LABORATORY

WORK, CLASS DISCUSSIONS, OR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS. CLASSROOMS ARE ACTIVE PLACES WHERE STUDENTS

EXPRESS THEMSELVES AND TEACHERS LISTEN CAREFULLY TO STUDENT RESPONSES, OFFERING GUIDANCE AND

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT.

SCIENCE 6

SCIENCE 6, A REQUIRED COURSE FOR ALL SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS, IS A FULL YEAR OF GENERAL SCIENCE STUDIES.
THE SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE CURRICULUM ENCOMPASSES THREE COMPONENTS OF SCIENCE – LIFE SCIENCE,
PHYSICAL SCIENCE, AND EARTH SCIENCE. THE MCGRAW-HILL ISCIENCE TEXTBOOK IS USED IN THE

CURRICULUM. THE TEXTBOOK IS ACCESSIBLE ONLINE. TECHNOLOGY IS UTILIZED TO ENHANCE STUDENT

LEARNING AND COMPREHENSION. THE SMART BOARD, SENTEO CLICKERS, CHROMEBOOK AND INTERACTIVE

WEBSITES ARE RESOURCES THAT BENEFIT THE STUDENTS. THE COURSE IS RICH WITH LABORATORY PROJECTS

AND DEMONSTRATIONS TO REINFORCE THE CONCEPTS.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, HIGHLIGHTERS, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED)

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS (APPS): BRAINPOP, COMPASS, QUIZIZZ AND MULTIPLE SCIENCE RELATED

APPLICATIONS GIVEN IN CLASS
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LIFE SCIENCE 7

SCIENCE 7, REQUIRED FOR ALL SEVENTH GRADERS, IS AN INTRODUCTORY BIOLOGY COURSE DESIGNED TO PREPARE

STUDENTS FOR THE MORE ADVANCED COURSE OFFERED AT THE NINTH GRADE LEVEL.

DURING THEIR 7TH GRADE YEAR, STUDENTS WILL BE INTRODUCED TO DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF LIFE SCIENCE. THE

FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR THE STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT ECOLOGY, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND WAYS TO

PROTECT IT. THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR, THEY WILL LEARN ABOUT SEVERAL DIFFERENT BODY SYSTEMS.
MANY DIFFERENT STYLES OF TEACHING, LABS, AND EVALUATIONS ARE USED IN THE 7TH GRADE SCIENCE

CLASSROOM. WE ALSO UTILIZE DIFFERENT TYPES OF TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE STUDENT LEARNING AND

IMPROVE COMPREHENSION IN ALL AREAS. LABORATORY OPPORTUNITIES AND DEMONSTRATIONS ARE AN

INTEGRAL PART OF THE PROGRAM.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

SCIENCE 8

THIS COURSE IS AN INTEGRATED 8TH GRADE ACADEMIC SCIENCE COURSE WHICH FOCUSES MAINLY IN THE AREAS

OF EARTH SCIENCE, CHEMISTRY, AND PHYSICS; BUT WILL ALSO INTEGRATE OTHER SCIENCE STUDIES SUCH AS:
PROBLEM SOLVING, UNDERSTANDING THE UNIVERSE, ENVIRONMENTAL, HEREDITY AND HUMAN BODY

SYSTEMS. THE STUDENTS WILL EXPERIENCE ASPECTS OF THESE DIFFERENT FIELDS THROUGH LECTURE AS

WELL AS HANDS-ON-ACTIVITIES IN A FULL SEMESTER COURSE. THE ORDER OF TOPICS WILL BEGIN WITH THE

SCIENTIFIC METHOD; INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF METRICS; MEASUREMENTS OF LENGTH, MASS, WEIGHT,
VOLUME, TIME, TEMPERATURE, AS WELL AS, THE TOOLS ASSOCIATED WITH THESE MEASUREMENTS. THE

STUDENTS WILL TAKE GUIDED NOTES AND BE GIVEN CLASS TIME TO ORGANIZE THEIR SCIENCE PAPERS IN A

FOLDER. THEY WILL PARTICIPATE THROUGH HANDS-ON EXPERIMENTS AND LECTURES. MANY SCIENCE

ACTIVITIES CORRELATE WITH MATHEMATICS. MATHEMATICAL REASONING IS GIVEN THROUGH THE

DEVELOPMENT OF FORMULAS AND BY GRAPHING INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LABORATORY DATA.
ASSESSMENT WILL BE BASED ON TESTS, LABS, LAB REPORTS, ESSAYS, AND END OF THE YEAR FINAL TEST.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, HIGHLIGHTER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED), METRIC RULER, GRAPH PAPER, AND CALCULATOR

SOCIAL STUDIES

AT LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL, HISTORY STUDENTS BECOME GLOBAL CITIZENS WITH A SOPHISTICATED

UNDERSTANDING OF OUR NATION AND THE INCREASINGLY INTERDEPENDENT WORLD.
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TO GUIDE AND ENHANCE THIS PROCESS, THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT PURSUES THREE SETS OF GOALS.

FIRST, WE TEACH THE ABILITY TO ANALYZE AND ORGANIZE INFORMATION FROM BOTH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY

SOURCES, CLEARLY DISTINGUISHING FACT FROM OPINION. OUR STUDENTS LEARN TO RESEARCH THE INTERNET

AND EVALUATE THE VALIDITY OF ELECTRONIC SOURCES, BECOMING ADVANCED CONSUMERS OF INFORMATION.

WE ALSO TEACH OUR STUDENTS TO PERCEIVE CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS, AND COMPARE AND CONTRAST

DIFFERENT IDEAS, EVENTS, ISSUES, AND GROUPS. STUDENTS SYNTHESIZE AND DEFEND HISTORICAL

JUDGMENTS BOTH ORALLY AND IN WRITING, USING SOUND EVIDENCE TO PROVE THEIR POINTS. TO BEST SERVE

THE LEARNING PROCESS, WE IMPART TO OUR STUDENTS EFFECTIVE NOTE-TAKING SKILLS.

OUR SECOND SET OF GOALS CENTERS ON WHAT WE TEACH. OUR DEPARTMENT FOLLOWS A VIGOROUS, DETAILED

CURRICULUM THAT DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF HISTORY. WE CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO TAKE A

THOUGHTFUL VIEW OF CHALLENGING TOPICS, GAINING AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE HISTORICAL

EXPERIENCES OF VARIOUS NATIONS OF THE WORLD HAVE SHAPED THEIR SOCIETIES, AND WHY THE ROOTS OF

CURRENT EVENTS CAN BE FOUND IN THE PAST. OUR STUDENTS EMERGE WITH KNOWLEDGE OF NATIONAL AND

WORLD GEOGRAPHY, AS WELL AS THE ABILITY TO ASSEMBLE A SOUND HISTORICAL RESEARCH PAPER.

THE THIRD SET OF GOALS WE PURSUE FOCUSES ON THE ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT OF OUR STUDENTS’
COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND ABILITY TO PRESENT NUANCED IDEAS. OUR STUDENTS LEARN IN A

COOPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT AND DISCUSS HISTORICAL SUBJECTS NEARLY EVERY DAY. AS THEY LEARN FROM

EACH OTHER, THEY BECOME CONFIDENT SPEAKERS, CAPABLE PRESENTERS, AND INTERACTIVE LISTENERS. WE

ALSO BELIEVE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THE MORE

“HUMANISTIC” SIDE OF HISTORY. ACCORDINGLY, WE EXPOSE OUR STUDENTS TO CULTURAL PILLARS SUCH AS

ART AND MUSIC, AND THE TENETS OF WORLD RELIGIONS.

SOCIAL STUDIES 6/GEOGRAPHY

SIXTH GRADE HISTORY STUDENTS LEARN ESSENTIAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR WORLDLY THOUGHT AS THEY STUDY

SELECTED CULTURAL PERIODS FROM THE ANCIENT WORLD. AS STUDENTS DISCOVER THAT HUMAN HISTORY IS

AN INTERACTION OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND CIRCUMSTANCES, THEY TAKE IMPORTANT STEPS TOWARD LITERATE

CITIZENSHIP.

THE COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM INCORPORATES NOTE TAKING, READING FOR MEANING, TEST TAKING,
ORGANIZATION, RESEARCH, AND REPORT WRITING. GAMES, ACTIVITIES, AND PROJECTS ARE ALSO

INCORPORATED INTO THE CURRICULUM.

STUDENTS EXAMINE AND ANALYZE THE ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, CULTURAL, GEOGRAPHIC, AND HISTORIC ASPECTS

OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS, AND MAKE CONNECTIONS WITH CULTURES AS THEY EXIST TODAY IN EUROPE, THE

MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA, INDIA, AND ASIA.

THIS COURSE WILL COVER THE FOUNDATION OF HUMAN CIVILIZATION FROM ITS BEGINNINGS. WE WILL DISCUSS

MAJOR CIVILIZATIONS AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON TODAY’S WORLD. THIS WILL INCLUDE GOVERNMENT,
WARFARE, AND NEW WAYS OF FOOD PRODUCTION LEADING TO THE MODERN WORLD WE LIVE IN PRESENTLY.

25

Laurel Highlands Middle School Curriculum Guide



RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED)

WORLD HISTORY 7
SEVENTH GRADERS STUDY THE HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, AND CULTURE OF THE UNITED STATES FROM THE

PRE-COLUMBIAN ERA TO THE JACKSONIAN ERA. WE BEGIN WITH A CLOSE LOOK AT THE NATIVE

AMERICAN, EUROPEAN, AND AFRICAN ROOTS OF THE VARIOUS CULTURES OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE,
INCLUDING THE AZTEC, MAYAN, INCAN, AND OTHER NATIVE AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS. NEXT, WE COMPARE

THE SPANISH AND FRENCH EXPLORATIONS AND COLONIAL EXPERIENCES IN THE AMERICAS TO BRITAIN’S,
AND WE CONTINUALLY EXAMINE HOW THE UNITED STATES’ RELATIONSHIPS WITH CANADA AND LATIN

AMERICA HAVE HELPED SHAPE AMERICAN HISTORY. WE ALSO EXPLORE THE HUMAN TOLL AND ECONOMIC

EFFECTS OF THE AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE AS IT EMERGED AND TOOK ROOT, AND WE EXAMINE THE RELIGIOUS

AND ECONOMIC CAUSES OF EARLY EUROPEAN MIGRATION TO THE AMERICAS, AS WELL AS THE EFFECTS OF

THESE EVENTS ON NORTH AMERICA’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. THE CLASS THEN EXAMINES THE PHILOSOPHICAL

ROOTS OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT, WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, THE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE POLICIES OF ANDREW JACKSON.

WORLD HISTORY 7: STONE AGE TO 1500 A. D.
WORLD HISTORY 7 COVERS ANCIENT WORLD HISTORY FROM THE STONE AGE TO THE RENAISSANCE PERIOD.

THE COURSE UTILIZES THE HOLT WORLD SERIES TEXTBOOK AND INCORPORATES MANY HANDS-ON

ACTIVITIES AND TECHNOLOGY. A SPECIAL EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF WESTERN

CIVILIZATION WHILE BRIDGING TO THE MODERN WORLD.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED)
US HISTORY 8

EIGHTH GRADERS PICK UP WHERE THEY LEFT OFF IN SEVENTH GRADE, RESUMING THEIR STUDY OF THE HISTORY,
GEOGRAPHY, AND CULTURE OF THE UNITED STATES JUST BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR. WE STUDY THE WIDENING

DIVIDE BETWEEN THE CULTURES AND ECONOMIES OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH, THE NATION’S WESTWARD

GROWTH, ITS WAR WITH MEXICO, AND AN ERA OF REFORM EPITOMIZED BY THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT.
STUDENTS EXAMINE HOW ALL OF THESE SITUATIONS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE CIVIL WAR, THE

TRIGGERS AND PROGRESS OF THE WAR ITSELF, AND THE RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD FOLLOWING THE WAR.
FINALLY, WE SURVEY EVENTS UP TO THE MID-20TH CENTURY, BEGINNING WITH THE INDUSTRIAL AGE AND

ENDING WITH THE WORLD WARS. TO REINFORCE LEARNING, STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN ROLE-PLAYING

ACTIVITIES, SONG AND SKIT PRESENTATIONS, AND COMPLETE RESEARCH PROJECTS.

UNITED STATES HISTORY 8: BEGINNINGS TO 1877
WE WILL COVER PREHISTORIC PENNSYLVANIA THROUGH THE COMPLETION OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

ALONG THE WAY WE WILL SEE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A GOVERNMENT, THE HARDSHIPS OF A FLEDGLING

COUNTRY, THE PLIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO PROGRESS INTO A NATION, WAR’S AFFECT ON THE ECONOMIES HERE

AND ABROAD, AND INDIVIDUALS THAT SET THEMSELVES APART TO SHAPE OUR GREAT NATION. BY THE END
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OF THE 8TH GRADE YEAR THE STUDENTS WILL BE HISTORICAL THINKERS NOT HISTORY STUDENTS AS WE PIECE

TOGETHER OUR NATION'S PAST.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, HIGHLIGHTERS

(MULTI-COLORED), PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

HONORS U.S. HISTORY 8

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN AN A AVERAGE FOR THE 7TH GRADE YEAR

IN WORLD HISTORY, MAINTAIN 3.8 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 7, SCORE IN THE ADVANCED

OR PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA READING ASSESSMENT, AND RECEIVE A

RECOMMENDATION FROM THEIR 7TH GRADE WORLD HISTORY TEACHER. MAXIMUM TOTAL OF 60 STUDENTS

WILL MAKE THE HONORS HISTORY COURSE.

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR HONORS U.S. HISTORY ARE A LITTLE MORE STRINGENT. ONCE THE REQUIREMENTS ARE

MET THE STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO DO ALL OF THE REGULAR HISTORY CLASS REQUIREMENTS PLUS

WRITE ESSAYS, ADVANCED RESEARCH, AND MORE CRITICAL THINKING ASSIGNMENTS.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, HIGHLIGHTERS

(MULTI-COLORED), PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

COMPUTER SCIENCE

WITH SCHOOL WIDE INSTANT INTERNET ACCESS, COMPUTER INSTRUCTION FOR ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

BEGINS WITH INTERNET SAFETY AND THE APPROPRIATE USE OF THE INTERNET. THESE AREAS OF

IMPORTANCE ARE STRESSED NOT ONLY IN COMPUTER CLASSES, BUT ALSO THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

CURRICULUM. PERFORMING EFFECTIVE SEARCHES AND VALIDATING SOURCES ARE TOPICS COVERED IN ALL

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSES. STUDENTS ARE INTRODUCED TO SEVERAL SOFTWARE PROGRAMS; FOR WORD

PROCESSING PAGES, FOR SPREADSHEETS NUMBERS, AND FOR PRESENTATIONS KEYNOTE. STUDENTS ALSO

HAVE ACCESS TO SEVERAL APPLICATIONS (APPS) THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR THEIR INDIVIDUAL CLASSES. ALL

STUDENTS HAVE A PERSONAL FOLDER ON THE SERVER THAT IS ACCESSED BY PASSWORD.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 6

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL KEYBOARDING COURSE IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE AN INTRODUCTION TO THE “TOUCH

TYPING” METHOD OF KEYBOARDING. STUDENTS WILL ALSO PARTICIPATE IN EVERFI INTERNET SAFETY

PROGRAM, INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER CODING, AND COMPLETE A GOOGLE SLIDES PRESENTATION.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 7 & 8

INTRODUCTION TO MICROSOFT WORD, EXCEL, AND POWERPOINT - SEMESTER COURSE
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MICROSOFT WORD (7TH GRADE)- THE OBJECTIVES FOR MICROSOFT WORD 2007 ARE TO HAVE STUDENTS BE

ABLE TO PRODUCE A BROCHURE FOR A MOCK BUSINESS. TOPICS COVERED CONSIST OF, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED

TO, FONT, SIZE, COLOR, INSERTING CLIP, WORD AND WEB ART, USING TEXTBOXES, FORMATTING, AND

BACKGROUND COLOR.
MICROSOFT EXCEL (8TH GRADE)- THE MAIN OBJECTIVE IS FOR STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO PRODUCE

SPREADSHEETS THAT ARE FORMULA ORIENTED. THE SPREADSHEETS SHOULD GENERATE INFORMATION WHEN

NUMERICAL DATA IS ENTERED INTO THE DOCUMENT. MICROSOFT EXCEL IS NOT A WORD PROCESSOR. IT

SHOULD BE USED TO CALCULATE VARIOUS MATHEMATICAL MODELS.
MICROSOFT POWERPOINT (8TH GRADE)- THE OBJECTIVES FOR MICROSOFT POWERPOINT ARE TO HAVE STUDENTS

PRODUCE A PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION THAT INCLUDES BULLETED LIST, ANIMATION, SOUND, AND VIDEO.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

PHOTOSHOP/DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY 8

PREREQUISITE: TO QUALIFY FOR THIS COURSE, STUDENTS MUST EARN A B AVERAGE IN ALL THEIR 7TH GRADE

CLASSROOMS, MAINTAIN 3.7 OR HIGHER CUMULATIVE GPA FOR GRADE 7, AND SCORE IN THE ADVANCED OR

PROFICIENT RANGE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR’S PSSA MATH/READING ASSESSMENT.

JUMP INTO THE 21ST CENTURY WITH PHOTOSHOP AND DIGITAL VIDEOGRAPHY. EXPAND YOUR WORLD AS YOU

CREATE AMAZING STILL AND VIDEO PROJECTS USING MULTIMEDIA SOFTWARE. DEVELOP DIGITAL SKILLS USING

WEB 2.0 TOOLS, AND DIGITAL PRESENTATIONS. EXPLORE YOUR CREATIVE DIGITAL SIDE USING ADOBE

PHOTOSHOP, AND OTHER EXCITING PROGRAMS. STUDENTS WILL PRINT PROFESSIONAL QUALITY DOCUMENTS

AND PROJECTS CREATED IN CLASS AND UNDERSTAND HOW TECHNOLOGY AND BUSINESS IS CHANGING OUR

WORLDWIDE INTERACTIONS.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, THUMB DRIVE (FLASH

DRIVE), HEADPHONES OR EARBUDS, PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED) AND DIGITAL CAMERA.
Technology Education

Technology Education is an integrated, experience-based instructional program designed to prepare students about
technology – its evolution, systems, techniques, uses and social and cultural significance. Technology education is
an essential component of a comprehensive and experience-based science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) curriculum. It develops technological literacy amongst students by demonstrating how
mathematics and science is applied to the process of engineering design. It results in the application of
mathematics and science concepts to solve practical problems and extend human capabilities.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 6

This 6th grade class is an introductory course designed around the hands-on world of Manufacturing Technology.
Everything learned in 6th grade will immensely strengthen the success in 8th grade Technology Education. After
receiving a comprehensive lesson on machine safety and measuring, students are ready to begin manufacturing
their tic-tac-toe project. Using pine as the main species of choice, the tic-tac-toe project involves drilling 11 holes
and cutting 10 accurately measured pegs, derived from dowel rods, for the game pieces. Students will also
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explore how to sand & paint the 10 pegS NEATLY. Students will EXPLORE the difference between large and small grit
sandpaper and the proper application for each. After a door is fabricated and attached, the project is ready for
evaluation. I will meet with 6th Grade studentS FOR 22 DAYS IN A ROW.. Each class will begin with a detailed
demonstration and discussion. At the end of the semester, students will have fabricated a working tic-tac-toe
project that they CAN always be proud of.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 8

This 8th grade course will help students develop an understanding of the different processes and procedures
involved in basic Manufacturing and Construction Technology. It will also give students a hands-on approach to
tool selection and usage for completing specific technology-related tasks. After an extensive lesson on measuring
and lab safety, a prerequisite to complete the projects, students will begin completing a total of three projects.
Students will manufacture: 1. THE PEACOCK GUMBALL MACHINE 2. THE TROUBLE GAME BOARD &
3. THE PHONE STAND. Students will have the privilege to experience machine operations, sanding, painting,
application of finish, assembly, laser engraving, and many other RELEVANT technological processes. Each class will
begin with a demonstration and follow through with the students completing what they observed during that
demonstration. By extensively focusing on measuring, fractions, and other Math concepts, this Technology
Education class will not only help students score higher on their PSSA tests, but give students a sense of
accomplishment and success.

STEM 7

ART

THE VISUAL LANGUAGE OF ART CONNECTS KNOWLEDGE, IMAGERY, AND AESTHETICS ACROSS THE HUMANITIES,
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE. AS A RESULT OF THIS CONNECTION, THE VISUAL ARTS BRANCH OUT INTO ALL

AREAS OF STUDY, RESULTING IN COHESIVE UNDERSTANDING FOR THE LEARNER. VISUAL ARTS ARE AN

ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN ALL SOCIETIES AND CULTURES THROUGHOUT WORLD HISTORY.

THE VISUAL ARTS ARE AN ESSENTIAL PART OF A CULTURE, CARRYING INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE IMAGES AND

IDEAS FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER. THE ARTS PROVIDE A UNIQUE LEARNING EXPERIENCE AND THE

TOOLS FOR INTERPRETING LIFE EXPERIENCE AND DEVELOPING A STUDENT’S IDENTITY AND SENSE OF

SELF-WORTH. STUDENTS ARE GUIDED TO COMMUNICATE THEIR FEELINGS AND POSITIVELY IMPACT OTHERS

WHILE ENCOURAGING SELF-DISCIPLINE. ART IS A VEHICLE FOR KNOWING, UNDERSTANDING, AND CHANGING

THE WORLD. ART IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE CURRICULUM BECAUSE IT PROVIDES MEANINGFUL

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.

THE VISUAL ARTS HELP STUDENTS BECOME CRITICAL THINKERS ABLE TO CREATIVELY SOLVE PROBLEMS USING

THEIR EXPERIENCE AND INTUITION. PROBLEM SOLVING IS AN INTEGRAL PIECE OF THE CURRICULUM.
STUDENTS WILL EVALUATE, RESEARCH, AND CREATE A VISUAL SOLUTION FOR EACH OF THEIR UNITS OF STUDY

IN SELF-EXPRESSION. AN EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON FLEXIBILITY, RESPECT, AND UNDERSTANDING. THE VISUAL

ARTS HELP STUDENTS BUILD SELF-CONFIDENCE AND INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS WHILE MAINTAINING THE ABILITY
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TO WORK SUCCESSFULLY AS A GROUP.

ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS WILL COMPLETE A SKETCHBOOK/PLANNING COMPONENT ALONG WITH EACH OF

THEIR PROJECTS. AS A PART OF THEIR EXPERIENCE THEY WILL COMPLETE QUESTIONS AND SKETCHES PRIOR TO

AND DURING THEIR ART PRODUCTION. THIS KIND OF PREPARATION WILL ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO

CONTEMPLATE THEIR CONCEPTS AND THEMES. THE USE OF “DRAFTS,” BRAINSTORMING, COLOR MIXING, AND

REFERENCE GATHERING WILL PROVIDE A RECORD OF THEIR RESEARCH AND DISCOVERIES.

ART 6

STUDENTS EXPLORE NEW MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES IN THIS TRANSITIONAL YEAR. “SIGHTING” WHILE DRAWING

IS EMPHASIZED, AS STUDENTS DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN LINE AND VALUE. THIS DRAWING AND PAINTING

COURSE BUILDS A FOUNDATION FOR EXPLORING ART IN DIFFERENT CULTURES, TIME PERIODS, STYLES, AND

MOVEMENTS. COLOR THEORY AND THE ELEMENTS OF ART WILL BE A STRONG BUILDING BLOCK FOR THE

ARTWORK PRODUCED IN THIS CLASS. CRITIQUE AND ASSESSMENT WILL BE A PART OF EACH ASSIGNMENT.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, HIGHLIGHTERS

(MULTI-COLORED), PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

ART 7

SEVENTH GRADE ART WILL BUILD UPON KNOWLEDGE FROM THE PRIOR YEAR OF STUDY. STUDENTS WILL BRANCH

OUT TO DISCOVER NEW MATERIALS AND CONCEPTS IN ART. SKILLS WILL BE HONED AND STUDENTS WILL

BEGIN TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES AS INDIVIDUALS. THE CLASS WILL EXPLORE SCULPTURE, DIGITAL

PHOTOGRAPHY, TECHNOLOGY, AND PRINTMAKING AS WELL AS DRAWING AND PAINTING.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, DRY ERASE MARKER, HIGHLIGHTERS

(MULTI-COLORED), PLANNER (SCHOOL SUPPLIED)

MUSIC/BAND

MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND (GRADES 6, 7, AND 8)

STUDENTS TAKING BAND AT LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL BE ASSIGNED TO ONE OF THREE BAND

CLASSES BASED ON THEIR EXPERIENCE AND LEVEL OF MUSICIANSHIP.

ALL 1ST YEAR MEMBERS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO CONCERT BAND. ALL 2ND AND 3RD YEAR PLAYERS WILL BE

ASSIGNED TO EITHER SYMPHONIC BAND OR WIND ENSEMBLE BASED ON THEIR MUSICIANSHIP AND

INSTRUMENTATION NEEDS OF THE ENSEMBLES. BOTH SYMPHONIC BAND AND WIND ENSEMBLE WILL

COMBINE TO FORM THE MARCHING BAND FOR PARADE PERFORMANCES.
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ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND CLASSES WILL PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH DEEPER KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR INSTRUMENT

AND OTHERS, ELEMENTS OF MUSIC, PROPER FUNDAMENTALS OF BREATHING AND POSTURE, STUDY OF AGE

APPROPRIATE BAND LITERATURE, AND REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES. SPECIAL EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON

DEVELOPING MUSICIANSHIP AND ENSEMBLE RESPONSIBILITY THROUGH PERFORMANCE IN A VARIETY OF

SETTINGS. REPERTOIRE AND CONCEPTS FOR EACH ENSEMBLE (CONCERT BAND-SYMPHONIC BAND-WIND

ENSEMBLE) PROGRESSES IN DEMAND OF MUSICAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

PREREQUISITE: STUDENTS WISHING TO ENROLL IN A BAND CLASS MUST HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AT

LEAST ONE YEAR OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS IN 5TH GRADE OR BEYOND OR HAVE AN EQUAL

EXPERIENCE OUTSIDE OF THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM. STUDENTS WITH NO

PRIOR BAND/INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC EXPERIENCE SHOULD SEE THE BAND INSTRUCTOR TO GET GUIDANCE ON

HOW TO PROCEED.

CHORUS 6

CHORUS 6 IS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE BEGINNING IN THEIR CHORAL SINGING CAREER. THIS CLASS PROVIDES

INSTRUCTION IN SINGING IN 2-3 PART HARMONIES, APPROPRIATE POSTURE, BREATHING AND PLACEMENT, AND

READING MUSIC NOTATION. STUDENTS' EXPERIENCE WILL INCLUDE LEARNING REPERTOIRE FROM VARIOUS

SOURCES. THIS GROUP WILL PERFORM 2 ANNUAL CONCERTS AS WELL AS THE POSSIBILITY OF OTHER SCHOOL

EVENTS. MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND THESE CONCERTS AS PART OF THEIR GRADE.

MEMBERSHIP INTO THIS GROUP IS BY AUDITION AND DIRECTOR APPROVAL ONLY.

CHORUS 7 AND 8

CHORUS 7 AND 8 IS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ADVANCED IN THEIR CHORAL SINGING CAREER. THIS CLASS

PROVIDES INSTRUCTION IN SINGING IN 3-5 PART HARMONIES, APPROPRIATE POSTURE, BREATHING AND

PLACEMENT, AND READING MUSIC NOTATION. STUDENTS' EXPERIENCE WILL INCLUDE LEARNING REPERTOIRE

FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. THIS GROUP WILL PERFORM 2-3 ANNUAL CONCERTS AS WELL AS THE POSSIBILITY

OF OTHER SCHOOL EVENTS. MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND THESE CONCERTS AS PART OF THEIR GRADE.

MEMBERSHIP INTO THIS GROUP IS BY AUDITION AND DIRECTOR APPROVAL ONLY.

MUSIC 6- INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC

IN THIS CLASS, STUDENTS WILL LEARN MUSIC BASICS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO MUSICAL NOTATION (BOTH

READING AND WRITING), MUSIC PERFORMANCE, INSTRUMENT FAMILIES, AND PREVIEW AND AMERICAN

MUSICALS. THIS CLASS IS CONSIDERED A MINI-COURSE AND MEETS EVERY DAY FOR 22 DAYS. THIS COURSE IS

PASS/FAIL.

MUSIC 8–MUSIC APPRECIATION
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8TH GRADE STUDENTS MAY ELECT TO TAKE MUSIC APPRECIATION. THIS IS A SEMESTER COURSE THAT IS OFFERED IN

BOTH THE FALL AND SPRING. IN THIS CLASS WE REVIEW THE CONTENT LEARNED IN 6TH GRADE, AS WELL AS

INTRODUCE MORE ADVANCED CONCEPTS IN READING AND WRITING MUSIC NOTATION, MUSIC PERFORMANCE,
INSTRUMENT FAMILIES, MUSIC CONSUMERISM, CAREERS IN MUSIC, AMERICAN MUSIC GENRES AND

MUSICALS.

STEAM 6

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ARE UNDERSTOOD AS THE BASIS OF WHAT THE WORLD HAS TO GO FORWARD WITH, TO BE

ANALYZED AND DEVELOPED THROUGH ENGINEERING AND THE ARTS, WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT EVERYTHING IS BASED

IN ELEMENTS OF MATHEMATICS. IT IS A CONTEXTUAL CURRICULUM WHERE THE SUBJECTS ARE COORDINATED TO

CO-SUPPORT EACH OTHER UNDER A FORMAL EDUCATIONAL STRUCTURE OF HOW SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING,
MATHEMATICS AND THE BROAD SPECTRUM OF THE ARTS., ALL RELATE TO ONE ANOTHER IN REALITY. THE STEAM
STRUCTURE EXPLAINS HOW ALL THE DIVISIONS OF EDUCATION AND LIFE WORK TOGETHER THEREFORE, IT OFFERS A

FORMAL PLACE IN THE STEM STRUCTURE FOR THE LANGUAGE ARTS, SOCIAL STUDIES, AND THE PURPOSEFUL

INTEGRATION OF THE EXPLORATORY SUBJECTS INCLUDING: THE ARTS, MUSIC, CTE, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

DIVISIONS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. SHIFTING TO STEAM PERSPECTIVE MEANS UNDERSTANDING LEARNING

CONTEXTUALLY; NOT ONLY IN TERMS OF HAVING A FRAMEWORK THAT ILLUSTRATES WHERE THE SUBJECTS OVERLAP, BUT

ALSO IN PROVIDING A LIVING AND ADAPTABLE LEARNING STRUCTURE FOR EVER-CHANGING PERSONAL AND

UNPREDICTABLE GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT.

S-T-E-M WITH THE A INCLUDES;

● SHARING KNOWLEDGE WITH COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE ARTIS, “VOICE” IMPACT, POWER, LEGACY

● A WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF MANUAL PHYSICAL ARTS, INCLUDING HOW-TO AND FITNESS

● BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE PAST AND PRESENT CULTURES AND AESTHETICS THROUGH FINE ARTS

● RHYTHMIC AND EMOTIONAL USE OF MATH WITH MUSICAL ARTS

● UNDERSTANDING SOCIOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS, HUMAN NATURE AND ETHICS WITH THE LIBERAL ARTS.

EMBEDDED IN THE FRAMEWORK IS A SYSTEM TO ESTABLISH WELL-BALANCED TEAMS AMONG EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS BASED

ON A VARIETY OF CHARACTERISTICS. ALL PARTICIPANTS HAVE WAYS THEY ARE ADVANCED AND CHALLENGED. WITH THIS

SYSTEM, THEIR SKILLS ARE USED FOR LEADING IN SOME AREAS WHILE OTHER AREAS ARE STRENGTHENED THROUGH OBSERVING

AND ASSISTING. EDUCATORS INSTRUCT WITHIN THEIR SPECIALITY WITH CO-PLANNED THEMATIC UNITS THAT EVERYONE

CONTRIBUTES TO IN PROJECTS RELATED TO THE REQUIRED BENCHMARK CONCEPTS AND SKILLS.

“STEAM IS ENHANCING OUR SCHOOL CULTURE. WE ARE SEEING INNOVATIVE ENGAGEMENT ON BOTH THE PART OF OUR

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH

STUDENTS IN GRADES SIX, SEVEN, AND EIGHT MEET 2-3 DAYS PER WEEK FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION. THE

CURRICULUM INCLUDES A VARIETY OF TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL SPORTS. THE CURRICULUM IS PRESENTED WITH

A FOCUS ON FITNESS, TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO BE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE, AND TO PROMOTE THE

IMPORTANCE OF LIFETIME FITNESS.
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HEALTH / PHYSICAL EDUCATION

LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL’S PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT TEACHES THE DEVELOPMENTAL

NEEDS OF THE 6TH, 7TH, & 8TH GRADE STUDENTS. THE PROGRAM INCLUDES HEALTH AND WELLNESS TO SERVE

THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING GOOD ATTITUDES TOWARD PHYSICAL ACTIVITY FOR THE PRESENT AS WELL AS A

LIFETIME. THE PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES ARE LISTED BELOW.

MEDICAL EXCUSE (ME)
IF A STUDENT HAS A MEDICAL PROBLEM THAT AFFECTS HIS/HER ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN A PHYSICAL

EDUCATION CLASS, THE COURSE WILL BE WAIVED DURING THE TIME PERIOD THAT THE MEDICAL CONDITION

EXISTS. THE MEDICAL PROBLEM MUST BE DOCUMENTED IN WRITING BY A PHYSICIAN AND THE

DOCUMENTATION MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE. IF THE STUDENT HAS A MEDICAL EXCUSE FOR OVER 50% OF

THE TOTAL CLASSES FOR THE YEAR, THE STUDENT WILL RECEIVE A MEDICAL EXCUSE (ME) FOR THE YEAR

WITH CREDIT ASSIGNED. THE COURSE REQUIREMENT WILL BE WAIVED FOR THAT SCHOOL YEAR. IF THE

MEDICAL EXCUSE (ME) IS FOR LESS THAN 50% OF THE TOTAL CLASSES FOR THE YEAR, THE STUDENT WILL

RECEIVE THE GRADE HE/SHE EARNED AND CREDIT FOR THE CLASS. FOR LONG-TERM CONDITIONS, A NEW

MEDICAL EXCUSE MUST BE PROVIDED FOR EACH SCHOOL YEAR.

P.E. (6TH, 7TH, & 8TH) --- LIFETIME/TEAM SPORTS
THIS COURSE WAS DESIGNED TO EQUIP THE LEARNER WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NECESSARY FOR

PARTICIPATION IN TEAM SPORTS AND TO STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFETIME SPORTS. SKILL EXPLANATION

AND DEMONSTRATION WILL BE REINFORCED ALONG WITH THE SPORT’S HISTORY AND BASIC RULES.
ADHERENCE TO THE RULES FOR EACH SPORT, GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP AND PRACTICAL COMPETITION WILL BE

HIGHLY

ENCOURAGED. LIFETIME/TEAM SPORTS COVERED DURING THIS COURSE MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL, BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL, HANDBALL, HOCKEY, SOCCER, SPEEDBALL, VOLLEYBALL,
GOLF, TENNIS, BOWLING AND BADMINTON.

P.E. (6TH, 7TH, & 8TH) --- PHYSICAL FITNESS
THIS COURSE WAS DESIGNED TO EDUCATE, EVALUATE AND IMPROVE UPON THE LEARNER’S OVERALL PHYSICAL

FITNESS. EACH OF THE FIVE COMPONENTS OF PHYSICAL FITNESS (CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS, BODY

COMPOSITION, FLEXIBILITY, MUSCULAR STRENGTH AND MUSCULAR ENDURANCE) WILL BE COVERED. THE

INSTRUCTOR WILL EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE IN MAINTAINING A HEALTHY LEVEL OF PHYSICAL FITNESS AS IT

RELATES TO A PERSONS’ OVERALL WELL-BEING. TRAINING PERFORMED DURING THIS COURSE MAY INCLUDE,
BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO AEROBICS, CARDIO EQUIPMENT, PLYOMETRICS, WEIGHT TRAINING, WALKING/JOGGING

AND YOGA.

MIDDLE SCHOOL HEALTH

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THIS COURSE IS TO PRESENT MATERIAL USEFUL TO THE STUDENT IN MAKING CHOICES

CRITICAL TO GOOD HEALTH AND MENTAL WELL-BEING. EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE

BIOLOGICAL BODY, PHYSICAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL WELLNESS, COPING SKILLS, FIRST AID, FITNESS, AND

NUTRITION. DRUG AND ALCOHOL PREVENTION EDUCATION IS INCORPORATED TO BUILD SELF-ESTEEM AND

HELP THE STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE PSYCHOLOGY OF ADDICTION AND THE IMPACT OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER

DRUGS ON FAMILIES AND SOCIETY. THE KNOWN EFFECTS OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL ARE PRESENTED AS WELL
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AS IDENTIFYING SELF NEEDS, COPING SKILLS AND RESPONSIBILITY BEHAVIORS. DURING HEALTH CLASS,
STUDENTS WILL BE DISCUSSING THE EFFECTS OF SMOKING AND REVIEWING PROPER SAFETY AT HOME, SCHOOL

OR WHILE PARTICIPATING IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: NOTEBOOK AND/OR PAPER, WRITING UTENSILS, FOLDER, PLANNER (SCHOOL

SUPPLIED)

LEARNING SUPPORT

LS READING 6
THIS IS A REMEDIAL READING CLASS IN WHICH ALL SIXTH GRADERS WILL BE EXPOSED TO THE SAME LITERARY

ELEMENTS AND CONTENT WITH ADAPTATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ELIGIBLE

CONTENT THAT IS COVERED: UNDERSTANDING FICTION AND NONFICTION WITH COMPREHENSION AND

READING SKILLS, IDENTIFY, INTERPRET, COMPARE, AND DESCRIBE COMPONENTS WITHIN AND BETWEEN

TEXT, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET LITERARY DEVICES, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET CONCEPTS AND

ORGANIZATION OF NONFICTION TEXT.

LS ENGLISH 6
THIS COURSE FOCUSES ON GRAMMAR, USAGE, MECHANICS AND WRITING. INCLUDED IN THE STUDENTS’

EVALUATION IS A WEEKLY SPELLING GRADE. STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BASIC GRAMMATICAL,
MECHANICAL AND USAGE ERRORS IN RELATION TO AGREEMENT, CASE AND TENSE. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO

COMPOSE WELL-CONSTRUCTED SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS AS WELL AS WRITE AND EDIT A PERSUASIVE

LETTER AND A “HOW TO” ESSAY.

LS MATH 6-8
THIS COURSE PROVIDES MATH INSTRUCTION TO STUDENTS IN GRADES 6, 7, AND 8. IT PROVIDES INSTRUCTION IN

A POSITIVE, PRODUCTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT TO MEET INDIVIDUAL LEARNING NEEDS. STUDENTS WILL

UTILIZE A VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND RESOURCES, PARTICIPATE IN SMALL GROUP LEARNING ACTIVITIES, AND

USE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS TO GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF MATHEMATICS. THIS COURSE WILL

INCREASE STUDENT KNOWLEDGE OF NUMBER SYSTEMS AND RELATIONSHIPS, COMPUTATION AND ESTIMATION,
MEASUREMENT AND ESTIMATION, MATHEMATICAL REASONING, MATHEMATICAL PROBLEM SOLVING, STATISTICS

AND DATA ANALYSIS, PROBABILITY AND PREDICTIONS, ALGEBRA, AND GEOMETRY.

GENERAL SCIENCE 6
THE SIXTH GRADE LEARNING SUPPORT SCIENCE ENCOMPASSES FOUR COMPONENTS OF SCIENCE- LIFE SCIENCE,

PHYSICAL SCIENCE, EARTH SCIENCE AND THE HUMAN BODY. THE SCOTT FORESMAN SCIENCE TEXTBOOK

IS USED IN THE CURRICULUM. THE CURRICULUM IS ENHANCED BY THE USE OF THE SMART BOARD, WEBSITE

RESOURCES SUCH AS “UNITED STREAMING, AND BRAINPOP ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE LEARNING AND

COMPREHENSION OF THE STUDENTS.

LS READING 7
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THIS IS A REMEDIAL READING CLASS IN WHICH ALL SEVENTH GRADERS WILL BE EXPOSED TO THE SAME LITERARY

ELEMENTS AND CONTENT WITH ADAPTATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ELIGIBLE

CONTENT THAT IS COVERED: UNDERSTANDING FICTION AND NONFICTION WITH COMPREHENSION AND

READING SKILLS, IDENTIFY, INTERPRET, COMPARE, AND DESCRIBE COMPONENTS WITHIN AND BETWEEN

TEXT, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET LITERARY DEVICES, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET CONCEPTS AND

ORGANIZATION OF NONFICTION TEXT.

LS ENGLISH 7
THIS COURSE FOCUSES ON GRAMMAR, USAGE, MECHANICS, AND WRITING. ALSO, INCLUDED IN THE COURSE IS

THE USE OF LITERARY SKILLS BASED ON THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS. THE STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO

IDENTIFY AND USE BASIC GRAMMATICAL, MECHANICAL, AND USAGE ERRORS IN RELATION TO AGREEMENT,
CASE, AND TENSE. STUDENTS WILL ALSO REVIEW THE 8 PARTS OF SPEECH THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF

THE YEAR. THE STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO COMPOSE WELL-CONSTRUCTED SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS AS

WELL AS WRITE AND EDIT ESSAYS AND SEVERAL DIFFERENT WRITING GENRES.

LS READING 8
THIS IS A REMEDIAL READING CLASS IN WHICH ALL EIGHTH GRADERS WILL BE EXPOSED TO THE SAME LITERARY

ELEMENTS AND CONTENT WITH ADAPTATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ELIGIBLE

CONTENT THAT IS COVERED: UNDERSTANDING FICTION AND NONFICTION WITH COMPREHENSION AND

READING SKILLS, IDENTIFY, INTERPRET, COMPARE, AND DESCRIBE COMPONENTS WITHIN AND BETWEEN

TEXT, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET LITERARY DEVICES, IDENTIFY AND INTERPRET CONCEPTS AND

ORGANIZATION OF NONFICTION TEXT.

LS HISTORY 6-8
LEARNING SUPPORT HISTORY- 6TH grade - “World History” -follows the general education
curriculum for 6th grade with shorter adapted and/or modified lessons based on the academic needs of
the student. 7th and 8th grade- combined classes that integrate “World History” with “US History”- the
classes are based on the general education curriculum with slower paced adapted and/or modified
lessons that are based on the needs of the student.

GENERAL SCIENCE 7/8
THE 7TH AND 8TH GRADE LEARNING SUPPORT SCIENCE ENCOMPASSES FOUR COMPONENTS OF SCIENCE- LIFE

SCIENCE, PHYSICAL SCIENCE, EARTH SCIENCE AND THE HUMAN BODY. THE AGS GENERAL SCIENCE AND

THE AGS EARTH SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS ARE USED IN THE CURRICULUM. THE CURRICULUM UTILIZES THE

SMART BOARD, WEBSITE RESOURCES SUCH AS “UNITED STREAMING”, AND BRAINPOP ACTIVITIES TO

ENHANCE THE LEARNING AND COMPREHENSION OF THE STUDENTS.

INCLUSION SCIENCE
THIS COURSE IS THE SAME AS THE GENERAL EDUCATION SCIENCE COURSE FOR STUDENTS THAT NEED EXTRA HELP

IN ACADEMICALLY SUCCEEDING IN SCIENCE. THERE ARE TWO TEACHERS IN THE CLASSROOM; ONE GENERAL

EDUCATION TEACHER AND ONE LEARNING SUPPORT TEACHER. THE STUDENTS THAT ARE IDENTIFIED IN THE

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM ARE “PUSHED” IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT. THE

ADAPTATIONS ARE BASED ON THEIR INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN.

INCLUSION HISTORY
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THIS COURSE IS THE SAME AS THE GENERAL EDUCATION HISTORY COURSE FOR STUDENTS THAT NEED EXTRA HELP

IN ACADEMICALLY SUCCEEDING IN HISTORY. THERE ARE TWO TEACHERS IN THE CLASSROOM; ONE GENERAL

EDUCATION TEACHER AND A LEARNING SUPPORT TEACHER. THE STUDENTS THAT ARE IDENTIFIED IN THE

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM ARE PUSHED IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSROOM. THE IDENTIFIED

STUDENTS RECEIVE ADAPTATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS WITHIN THE GENERAL EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT. THE

ADAPTATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS ARE BASED ON THEIR INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLAN.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
THE EMOTIONAL SKILLS SUPPORT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL WITH

SIGNIFICANT EMOTIONAL NEEDS. THE EMPHASIS OF THE PROGRAM IS ON ACADEMICS, DAILY LIVING SKILLS,
SELF-CARE SKILLS, SELF-ADVOCACY SKILLS, SOCIAL SKILLS. THE GOAL OF THE PROGRAM IS FOR THE

STUDENTS TO FUNCTION AS INDEPENDENTLY AS POSSIBLE IN THE HOME, SCHOOL, AND COMMUNITY SETTING.

LIFE SKILLS SUPPORT
THE LIFE SKILLS SUPPORT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL WITH

SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES WHO REQUIRE EXTENSIVE INSTRUCTION TO LEARN. THE EMPHASIS OF

THE PROGRAM IS ON FUNCTIONAL ACADEMICS, DAILY LIVING SKILLS, SELF-CARE SKILLS (PERSONAL

HYGIENE), SELF-ADVOCACY SKILLS, COMMUNITY BASED INSTRUCTION, HEALTHY LIFE CHOICES, AND SOCIAL

SKILLS. THE GOAL OF THE PROGRAM IS FOR THE STUDENTS TO FUNCTION AS INDEPENDENTLY AS POSSIBLE IN

THE HOME, SCHOOL, AND COMMUNITY SETTING.

INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS

STUDENTS IN SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES MAY PARTICIPATE IN INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS. GENERALLY, THIS

REQUIRES A FIVE-DAY PER WEEK COMMITMENT THAT INCLUDES PRACTICES AND A GAME SCHEDULE.

FALL WINTER SPRING

CROSS COUNTRY CO-ED SWIMMING BASEBALL

BOYS’ SOCCER BOYS’ BASKETBALL CO-ED TRACK

GIRLS’ SOCCER GIRLS’ BASKETBALL VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL WRESTLING

SOFTBALL

CHEERLEADING

MAJORETTES

COLOR GUARD

36

Laurel Highlands Middle School Curriculum Guide



GENERAL INFORMATION

ASSEMBLIES

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND ASSEMBLIES OF VARIOUS

TYPES. AN ASSEMBLY MAY BE A SCHOOL PLAY, A CLASS FORUM, OR AN OUTSIDE GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL WHO

HAS COME TO PERFORM FOR THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OR THE ENTIRE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

STUDENT COUNCIL

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ELECT THREE STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH GRADE. THERE IS ONE

REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH HOMEROOM AND ONE AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH GRADE LEVEL.
AFTER THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE STUDENT COUNCIL MEETS DURING THE SECOND CYCLE OF

MINI-COURSES. FOLLOWING THIS, STUDENT COUNCIL MEETINGS TAKE PLACE AT LUNCH OR AS ALLOWED BY

STUDENT SCHEDULES. THE STUDENT COUNCIL ORGANIZES MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCES, COMMUNITY SERVICE

ACTIVITIES, AND ACTIVITY NIGHTS.

INTERACT

THE INTERACT CLUB IS ORGANIZED, SPONSORED, AND SUPERVISED BY A ROTARY CLUB AND IS ESTABLISHED TO

EMPHASIZE TRAINING IN LEADERSHIP AND CITIZENSHIP. THE INTERACT ACT CLUB WORKS COOPERATIVELY

AND IN HARMONY WITH THE POLICIES OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL. THE CLUB MUST ESTABLISH A STANDARD

INTERACT CONSTITUTION. MEMBERS OF THE INTERACT CLUB MUST PARTICIPATE IN AT LEAST ONE SCHOOL

SERVICE AND ONE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT PER YEAR.

SPANISH CLUB

THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS SPANISH CLUB PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE AREAS OF

THE SPANISH SPEAKING CULTURE BEYOND THE IN-CLASS LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION PERIOD. SPANISH CLUBS

CAN ATTRACT NEW LANGUAGE LEARNERS TO THE LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT PROGRAM AS THEY SEE OTHER

STUDENTS HAVING FUN AND LEARNING SPANISH. MUSIC, FOOD, ART, DANCE AND GAMES CAN MAKE AN

AFTER-SCHOOL FIESTA BOTH EDUCATIONAL AND MOTIVATIONAL FOR YOUNG LANGUAGE LEARNERS. SPANISH

CLUBS CAN ALSO RAISE MONEY FOR FIELD TRIPS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES NOT PROVIDED

FOR IN THE SCHOOL BUDGET.

FRENCH CLUB

THE GOAL OF THE FRENCH CLUB IS TO BRING STUDENTS WHO HAVE A LOVE FOR THE FRENCH LANGUAGE AND

CULTURE TOGETHER SO THAT THEY MAY ENJOY IT TOGETHER! FRENCH MUSIC, FOOD, ART, DANCE AND GAMES

CAN MAKE EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES BOTH EDUCATIONAL AND MOTIVATIONAL FOR YOUNG LANGUAGE

LEARNERS. FRENCH CLUB CAN ALSO RAISE MONEY FOR FIELD TRIPS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL
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OPPORTUNITIES NOT PROVIDED FOR IN THE SCHOOL BUDGET.

SKI AND SNOWBOARD CLUB

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY

NJHS is the nation's premier organization established to recognize outstanding middle school students. More THAN

just an honor roll, these students have identified excellence in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service,
character, and citizenship. These characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since
the beginning in 1929.

Requirements for National Junior Honor Society: Must have a minimum 3.8 Cumulative GPA after the first
semester of your 7th grade year, can not have any discipline infractions (ex. Suspensions), can not have more than
8 unexcused absences during the first semester of 7th grade, and students must complete an application and write a
1 page essay for consideration into the NJHS.

NEWSPAPER

This club introduces students to the professional elements of publishing. While publishing these school wide
documents, students will be introduced to elements such as design, layout, digital photography, computer drawing,
word processing, public presentation, promotion SKILLS, journalism, creative writing and many more. Students
will be publishing items using advanced technology. Students will also get the opportunity to take on leadership
roles and apply for student editor positions that enable them to learn and practice valuable job skills as a
publisher. All students will learn how to work cooperatively to meet deadlines and publish professional
documents. This club is for self-motivated, independent learning students who enjoy being involved in a variety
of school activities while demonstrating their skills in the writing process

PENNSYLVANIA JUNIOR ACADEMY OF SCIENCE (PJAS)

Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science is a State-wide science fair in PA that was founded in 1934. It includes
both regional meets as well as a state meet at Penn State University. A science fair is open to all students of
participating schools grades 7-12. Winners of regional meet are invited to state meetings, where they are given the
opportunity to win a wide range of scholarship

READING COMPETITION CLUB

The reading competition team is open to any 6th, 7th or 8th grade student who loves to read and test their
knowledge. Students who sign up will read up to 20 preselected, award winning fiction and nonfiction books that
will be used as part of the competition at the end of the school year. Our teams will compete against other area
middle school teams including teams from Uniontown, Connellsville, and Albert Gallatin school districts and
St. John the Evangelist school. The month before the yearly competition, the students will meet during the school
day to discuss the books and to take quizzes on each book they read. The students who read the most selections
and get the highest test scores will be assigned to a team. All final team members must read at least 7 of
the twenty books and must demonstrate their knowledge of books by passing a test for each book. The
competition is sponsored by the Friends of the Library and is held at St. John Byzantine school each year.
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FIELD TRIPS

EACH YEAR, THERE ARE MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN FUN AND FASCINATING FIELD

TRIPS.

LAUREL HIGHLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL FACULTY

MISS TOURNEY, READING MR. LANDMAN, HISTORY

MR. RICE, SCIENCE MRS. RADCLIFFE, SCIENCE

MRS. BORTZ, P.E. MISS MEHALL, LS MATH

MRS. BOTA, GUIDANCE MR. JAKE MILLER, PHYS. ED.

MR. BUCKLEY, MATH

MR. CHAPMAN, HISTORY MRS. O’NEAL, EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

MRS. CICCI, NURSE MRS. GOOLSBY, LS ENGLISH

MR. PALUMBO, SOCIAL STUDIES

MS. FIKE, GUIDANCE MRS. PIERCE, ENGLISH

MRS. GASTER, MATH MRS. M. RADCLIFFE , MATH

MRS JOHNS, LS ELA MATH MRS. RENZE,

MS. GREEN, SCIENCE MR. RICE, ENGLISH

MS. SCHUESSLER, ENGLISH

MRS. GROTE, SCIENCE MR. SHWALLON, HISTORY

MRS. GUILINO, GIFTED MR. SIPE, SCIENCE

MR. HIXSON, MATH MRS. SUCEVIC, LS HISTORY

MR. HOWARD, ESL MRS. THOMAS, SOCIAL STUDIES

MRS. SMITH, READING MS TRUMP, CHOIR AND GENERAL MUSIC

MRS. JOHN, READING MR. TUMULTY, LS ENGLISH
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MS. JONES, ENGLISH MR. TRUSKEY, MATH

MRS. KANIA, GUIDANCE MR. WILLIAMS, COMPUTERS

MRS. KARPENCY, SPANISH MISS WINGROVE, ENGLISH

MRS. KESLAR-VACANTI, ART MR. VALENTE, TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

MR. ZUNGRI, LIFE SKILLS

MRS. M. RADCLIFFE , MATH MRS. ZYLA, SCIENCE

SUMMER READING LIST

6TH GRADE RECOMMENDED READING

Fiction Titles
Langston Hughes: Poetry for Young People By: Langston Hughes
Becoming Naomi Leon By: Pam Munoz Ryan
Walt Whitman: Poetry for Young People By: Jonathon Levin
The Wrestling Game By: Ellen Raskin
Hard Gold: The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859, A Tale of the Old West By: Avi
The Jacket By: Andrew Clements
The Dark is Rising By: Susan Cooper
Elijah of Buxton By: Christopher Paul
Curtis
The Girl Who Can Fly By: Victoria Forester
Savvy By: Ingrid Law
Julie of the Wolves By: Jean Craighead
George
Eleven By: Patrica Reilly Giff
Wait Till Helen Comes, A Ghost Story By: Mary Dowling
Hahn
Old Yeller By: Fred Gibson
Shiloh By: Phyllis Reynolds
Naylor
The Phantom Tollbooth By: Norton Juster
Crash By: Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl By: Jerry Spinelli.

Non Fiction Titles
Two Miserable Presidents By: Steve Shreinkin
Greek Myths and Legends: Usborne Illustrated Guide By: Cheryl Evans
Favorite Greek Myths By: Mary Pope Osborne
Washington at Valley Forge By: Russell Freedman
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The Ancient Romans: People of the Ancient World By: Allison Lassieur
Behind Enemy Lines By: Billy H. Doyle
Seeing Earth From Space By: Patricia Lauber
Through My Eyes By: Alyson Bridges

7TH GRADE RECOMMENDED READING

FICTION TITLES

20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA (1870) BY JULESVERNE

THE WEDNESDAY WARS (2007) BY GARY D. SCHMIDT

AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS (2004) BY GENNIFER CHOLDENKO

STORMBREAKER: ALEX RIDER ADVENTURE (2006) BY ANTHONY HOROWITZ

FREAK THE MIGHTY (1993) BY RODMAN PHILBRICK

ROBERT FROST: POETRY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE BY GARY D. SCHMIDT

ZACH’S LIE BY ROLAND SMITH

DRUMS, GIRLS AND DANGEROUS PIE (2004) BY JORDAN SONNENBLICK

ZEN AND THE ART OF FAKING IT BY JORDAN SONNENBLICK

FIREGIRL BY TONY ABBOTT

SO B. IT (2007) BY SARAH WEEKS

HEARTBEAT BY SHARON CREECH

REPLAY BY SHARON CREECH

HEAT (2006) BY MIKE LUPICA

HOME OF THE BRAVE BY KATHERINE APPLEGATE

OUT OF THE DUST BY KAREN HESSE

SHOOTING THE MOON BY FRANCIS O’ROARK DOWELL

SCHOOLED BY GORDON KORMAN

SMILES TO GO BY JERRY SPINELLI

THE BLACK PEARL BY SCOTT O’DELL

SEEDFOLKS BY PAUL FLEISCHMAN

SHOOTING KABUL BY SENZAI

SATCHEL PAIGE: STRIKING OUT JIM CROW BY JAMES STURM

NON-FICTION TITLES

FOUR PERFECT PEBBLES, A HOLOCAUST STORY (1996) BY LILA PERL

DARKNESS OVER DENMARK, THE DANISH RESISTANCE AND THE RESCUE OF THE JEWS (2000)BY ELLEN LEVINE

MARCHING FOR FREEDOM, WALK TOGETHER, CHILDREN, AND DON’T GROW BY ELIZABETH PARTRIDGE

ANNE FRANK: DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL BY: ANNE FRANK

THE COTTON GIN: INVENTIONS THAT SHAPED THE WORLD BY: NANCY ROBINSON MASTERS

8TH GRADE RECOMMENDED READING

FICTION TITLES

NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, A DOCUMENTARY NOVEL BY: AVI
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THE HUNGER GAMES BY: SUSANNE COLLINS

A SEASON OF GIFTS BY: RICHARD PECK

HARRY PORTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS BY: J.K ROWLING

MONEY HUNGRY BY: SHARON G. FLAKE

KIDNAPPED BY: ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

TOUCHING SPIRIT BEAR BY: BEN MUIKAELSEN

CLOSED FOR THE SEASON BY: MARY DOWLING HAHN

FEVER 1793 BY: LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON

MILLION DOLLAR THROW BY: MIKE LUPICA

FOOTBALL HERO BY: TIM GREEN

MIRACLE’S BOYS BY: JACQUELINE WOODSON

PEAK BY: ROLAND SMITH

THE CITY OF EMBER BY: JEANNE DUPRAU

THE GLASS MENAGERIE BY: TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

THE DREAM KEEPER, AND OTHER POEMS BY: LANGSTON HUGHES

NON-FICTION TITLES

GUTS BY: GARY PAULSEN

AT HER MAJESTY’S REQUEST BY: WALTER DEAN MYERS

WORLD WAR II: PROFILES BY: AARON ROSENBERG

THE 10 BEST PLAYS

THE 10 MOST REMARKABLE WRITERS

THE TWO GREAT WARS: SHOCKWAVE BY: JANINE SCOTT

THE CAMERA: INVENTIONS THAT SHAPED THE WORLD BY: TRUDI STRAIN TRUEIT

EDWARD HOPPER: ARTISTS IN THEIR TIME BY: EMMA FOA

GOING SOLO BY: ROALD DAHL

TRUCE BY: JIM MURPHY

42

Laurel Highlands Middle School Curriculum Guide


